Proclaiming the King and the Kingdom of God
(Mark 8: 22 – 9: 50)

Main Points




Proclaiming the King and its implications (Mark 8: 22 – 38)
-

The miracle of opening the eyes of the blind man of Bethsaida;

-

The gradual opening of the spiritual eye of faith to know the Son of God;

-

The implications

Proclaiming the Kingdom of God with power and glory and its implications
(Mark 9: 1 – 50)
-

The Transfiguration and the events that followed

Introduction
The aim of the gospel, which is also the aim of all ministers in every generation, is the
growth and extension of the Kingdom of God.
After speaking to His disciples about the extension of the Kingdom and its hindrances,
as discussed in the previous part, Jesus speaks to them about proclaiming the King and
the Kingdom of God.
The Kingdom is the reign of the King. The King is Jesus. The word ‘Kingdom’ refers to His
reign internally on the hearts and externally on earth. This is the complete meaning of
the Kingdom of God: it is both an inner spiritual mystical Kingdom in the hearts and an
outer Kingdom proclaimed on earth so that others may see it and believe.
The inner Kingdom is related to the believers and their fellowship with God, whereas,
the outer Kingdom is related to the non-believers so that they may believe and be saved.
Thus, it is written: “the Kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17: 21).
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According to the original language, this verse reads: “the Kingdom of God is in you and
amongst you”. “In you” refers to the Kingdom of God inside the heart and “amongst you”
refers to the Kingdom of God on earth. This proclamation of the Kingdom of God on
earth is the responsibility of the Church. When the Church neglects such responsibility,
she becomes weak.
The Church should be a witnessing Church that proclaims the Kingdom of God and take
her place as the “queen”; thus she becomes in a position of honour and power. Isn’t the
Church the bride of Christ? Since the Church is the bride, she is the queen as the
scriptures say: “the queen stands at the right hand of the King” (Psalm 45). However, if
the Church neglects her message, she becomes cast down and introverted; she forms
“wrinkles” which signify old age and withering; and thus she is exposed to disgrace and
opposition by those who are outside her. This happens because there is no apparent
Kingship proclaimed within her and she has not proclaimed the King to the earth.
Therefore, this matter of proclaiming the King is the responsibility of the Church and
not an optional matter; it is a matter of life and death. If one possesses life, s/he either
proclaims it so that others may live; or mute it and hence dies and others die as well.
This is what we may call ‘the gospel philosophy’ or ‘the core of evangelism’.
‘Evangelism’ reflects one’s sense of indebtedness: “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the
gospel to you who are in Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek.” (Romans 1:14 – 16)
We are indebted, as Paul states. We have received life; so, we either share this life with
others and hence it increases and multiplies; or we mute it and hence lose it. It is the
“talent” of salvation which we should not hide in the ground (Matthew 25: 25, 30).
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In this part of the Gospel of Mark, which is considered one of the most wonderful parts
that the apostle wrote, the following two main points are highlighted:
1. Proclaiming the King and its implications (Mark 8: 22 – 38)
2. Proclaiming the Kingdom with power and its implications (Mark chapter 9)
In the section below, we shall meditate on these two points.
1. Proclaiming the King (Mark 8: 22 – 38)

The first scene we encounter in this part of the gospel is that of the blind man of
Bethsaida. This story is only mentioned by Apostle Mark. It is also the only story where
Jesus heals a blind man in a different way. In the first instance, this manner of healing
seems unacceptable.
Jesus healed many blind people. In fact, most of the healings that Jesus did had to do
either with blindness or paralysis. These are the two biggest and most common
problems of humanity; they actually reflect the problem of man in his relationship with
God, that is, man does not see or know how to walk with God.
We notice that all the blind people mentioned in the Bible were healed in the same way.
The healing is either referred to generally with the phrase “He (Jesus) healed many blind
people” or specifically by saying: “Jesus touched the blind man” or “Jesus said: to you I say
see”. Jesus either laid His hands or proclaimed healing by a word. The only case which
Jesus healed in a rather strange and different way is the case of the blind man of
Bethsaida mentioned in this passage.
In the first instance, it appears as though Jesus does not possess sufficient power for
instant healing with a word or a touch. This is actually what makes the whole matter
sensitive and unacceptable. Jesus had put His hands on the blind man and then asked
him if he saw anything. The blind man replied saying that he could not see well: ‘I see
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men like trees’. Jesus then put His hands on his eyes again, so the man was able to see
clearly.
‘But, why is that Lord?’ some may wonder. ‘I do not want you to be like this. I wish You
to be stronger and greater than this! You always heal at once. Yet, since this manner of
healing was not repeated in other situations, there must be something that You want me
to understand here. What is it, Lord?’
Let us go back to the passage:
“Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to
touch him. So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when
He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.” (Mark
8: 22, 23)
Jesus had never asked those whom He healed whether they were healed or not. He
actually used to say a word, and then the scriptures tell us that they were healed. Yet, in
the case of this blind man, Jesus asked him if he saw anything.
Prayer: ‘Grant us, O Lord, the spiritual sense for understanding the bible. Grant it to us
because when it works in us it shows us the links between ideas and words and so the
mystery1 is revealed; may we experience this in understanding this part.’

1

The term “mystery” or “mystical” is one of the well-known terms used in the early church. It refers to deep
spiritual truths that need to be revealed to God’s people. In his book, The Orthodox Way, Kallistos Ware
maintains that in the Christian context mystery is “something that is revealed for our understanding, but which
we never understand exhaustively because it leads into the depth or the darkness of God” (Ware, 1979, p. 15).
In Romans 16:25 – 26, we read that the mysteries and secrets are revealed and are made manifest to God’s
people at a certain time and for a certain purpose. Paul quite often uses the word “mystery” in his epistles. As
clear in many references, all major issues of faith are mysteries. He talks about the mystery of Christ
(Ephesians 3:4; Colossians 1:26, 27; Colossians 2:2; Colossians 4:3); the mystery of the gospel (Ephesians 6:19);
the mystery of faith (1Timothy 3:9); the mystery of the Church (Ephesians 3:4, 6, 9; Ephesians 5:31, 32); and
even the mystery of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:7). All Kingdom matters are mysteries. Christ told His
disciples that it has been given to them to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven (Matthew 13: 11).
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So, Jesus had asked the blind man if he saw anything. The man looked up and said that
he saw men like trees, walking. Then, Jesus put His Hands on the man’s eyes again and
made him look up. The man was restored and he saw everyone clearly. Jesus sent the
man away to his house saying: “neither go into the town nor tell anyone in the town”.
After that, Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns around Caesarea Philippi. On
the road, Jesus asked His disciples saying: “who do men say that I am?”
Jesus asked the blind man “if he saw anything” and asked His disciples “who am I?” We
notice here the association between the part about the blind man and the part that
follows it where Jesus asks His disciples about Himself: ‘Who am I? Who do men say that
I am?’
The disciples replied: ‘Jeremiah, Elijah, or, one of the prophets’. This reply has a special
significance. Elijah and Jeremiah represent the great prophets; one of them is clothed
with power and the other is burdened with sorrow and suffering. For the Jews, both
prophets refer to the Messiah; one is the prophet of fire and the other is the prophet of
tears. When it is said that Jesus is one of the prophets, this implies that he is a prophet
among other ordinary prophets. In other words, He is actually a prophet who has a gift
and a message, but does not have a unique or distinct feature.
It is well known that Moses and Elijah are mentioned together in many biblical
passages. Moses is the prophet of the Law and Elijah is the prophet who restored Israel
from the worship of Baal to the worship of the true God. Jeremiah is the prophet who
lived at the time of the exile and carried the burden of Jerusalem and wept for it; his
prophecy comprises a special mystery related to these matters. However, there are
other prophets who have complementary missions, link one era with the other, or the
like. One prophet can be a sign or a pillar; while another can be the link between two
pillars; each has his own value.
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Saying that Jesus is Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets implies that they see Jesus in
an undefined way; His image is unclear before their eyes and they are perplexed about
who He is. This is exactly like what the blind man said: ‘I see men like trees’, implying an
undefined image. People see Jesus and say that he is probably Jeremiah, or, maybe he is
Elijah or the Baptist; the precision is lacking; but they can see the likeness: ‘men like
trees’. After the second touch, the blind man said: “I see everyone clearly”; things became
defined and precise.
In the second scene:
‘How do people see me?’
“Jeremiah…Elijah…one of the prophets…” This is equivalent to “I see men like trees”.
‘And you, how do you see Me?’
“You are the Christ, the Son of God!”
Here, there is precision. The eyes of the disciples have received the second touch;
whereas, the eyes of the people have only received the first touch.
These are the two touches: the first is the general answer, while the second is the
specific answer; the first is the likeness, the second is the precision. The first makes
people say that Jesus is Elijah, Jeremiah, or any prophet in an unspecific way; while the
second makes those who receive it say that Jesus is the Son of God in a specific
revelatory way.
Therefore, this story and miracle is indeed mystical. It is not a miracle that reveals God’s
mercy or proclaims the Kingdom of God, but a mystical one –though the Kingdom of God
should be accompanied by miracles of mercy and love. We can classify miracles into
different categories. There are miracles of divine love and mercy and God’s visitations to
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human beings. There are also mystical miracles, that is, miracles related to the Person of
Christ, His divinity, or His salvation and ministry.
The above miracle is a mystical one. This means that it bears within it a mystery related
to the Person of Christ. At this point, the time had come when Jesus desired to reveal
Himself and His Messianic identity. Jesus had always hid Himself and He used to rebuke
the demons when they revealed Him because His hour, that is, the time of revealing who
He was, had not come yet. This is mentioned more clearly in the Gospel of John.
However, towards His crucifixion and the end of His ministry, Jesus started to reveal
Himself. For example, He enters Jerusalem in a royal procession. Also, when the high
priest asked Him if He was the Messiah, Jesus replied saying: “I am. And you will see the
Son of Man…coming with the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14: 62). For the Jews, “the clouds”
is a quote from the book of Daniel (Daniel 7: 13) signifying that Jesus is God. It is
therefore apparent that Jesus started revealing Himself towards the end.
But, how can this revelation happen? It is through this miracle of the gradual opening of
the sight. Through this miracle, Jesus was highlighting that seeing who He truly is, as the
Son of God, needs to be revealed at various stages because this requires His divine touch
to the spiritual insight. As a result, the spiritual insight would be gradually opened and
would start to gradually perceive the reality of Jesus until this perception reaches its
fullness, the fullness of revelation and perception, which is: Christ, the Son of the living
God; this is equivalent to: I see everyone clearly.
Application

In my fellowship with God and as I read the bible, I need to learn to ask myself:
‘Do I know God?’
‘Yes, I know Him!’
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‘Do you know Him as words that you learned and memorized, that is, through the
Creed?’
If this is the case, then this means that you know Him in your mind.
But, do you know Him in your heart?
Your real problem, O Man, is that God is absent from your heart and soul; and therefore
you suffer deep inner emptiness.
The human soul that is estranged from the true Knowledge of God cannot discern its
right and healthy food. This soul feeds on chaff, lust, and impurities as it has not found
the bread of life. In John 6, Jesus says: “I am the bread of life”; this means that Jesus is the
only one who satisfies and gives life. When the soul tastes the bread of life, it will be so
easily released from every desire for the chaff of impurities. But, if this soul has not yet
tasted the bread of life, it will resist the lusts with great difficulty and intense struggle,
despite knowing that they are merely chaff.
This is best exemplified in the prodigal son and his craving for the pods that the swine
ate (Luke 15). He knew that what he craved for was merely pods compared to the fatted
cattle on which he had fed all his life in the father’s house –he was brought up in wealth
and abundance. But, when he became a stranger in a far country, he ate the pods. He
then became pressed between two situations: he was neither able to leave the pods
swiftly, nor to restore what he previously lived in. He continued as such until he reached
complete nakedness. At this point, he said: I will arise and go to my father, and will say to
him, ‘I have sinned’. This happened when circumstances became so tight for him. He was
drawn by the divine mercy rather than by his feet that had actually become paralyzed2
at that point.

2

The reference here is to the spiritual feet.
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When the soul starts to taste the living bread, the matter gets resolved. But, where can
the soul taste this living bread? It can be tasted in the Word of God and in the Eucharist 3.
When one is filled with the living bread, that is, the mysteries of the gospel that satisfy
and revive, and offers it to others through ministry, many will be drawn to this food; its
living stream will flow in the soul, the body and the whole being, filling it with life and
light.
This was the story of the blind man of Bethsaida; the two questions that Jesus asked at
Caesarea Philippi; and how Christ can be revealed. We have understood that Christ is
revealed gradually; not only through the knowledge of the mind but also through the
knowledge of the heart.
When one is convinced with this, one would pray saying: ‘Lord, I need Your gradual
divine touches and I need to see You more in a true and deep way; You are infinite and
seeing you is also infinite and limitless!’
Indeed, I need to pray saying: Lord, increase my longing for You; open my insight. You
paused and asked Your disciples: ‘Who am I?’ Please Lord, awaken me from time to time
and ask me the same question in my heart: ‘Who am I for you?’
‘Am I words that you have memorized and the Creed? Or, am I a living person, the bread of
life, and true experiences implanted in your heart that no one can uproot, not even by
sword or by taking your possessions?’
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35).
All these things (mentioned in the above verse) become of no significance or value
because you see Me. The more you long, the more you get in touch with the mystery of

3

It is also called the Lord’s Supper or the Holy Communion; it refers to the presence of Christ and the unity
with Him.
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‘My divine touches’. As a result, I am revealed to you in a renewed way that fills all your
needs and even fills you with ‘My glory’ (John 17: 22).
Mark 8: 31 – 38

Before moving on to chapter 9, we shall comment very briefly on the final verses (31 –
38) of chapter 8.
These verses talk about the cross. In the introduction of the book, we said that bearing
the cross and suffering are mentioned three times in this gospel. They are first
mentioned in this part of chapter 8. Apostle Mark then mentions them two other times.
Scholars maintain that this is the gospel of suffering and that is why the apostle repeats
this story despite being mentioned in the other gospels.
However, Apostle Mark actually has a different purpose. The words of Jesus to His
disciples that the Son of Man will be delivered to the gentiles, be killed, crucified, and
after three days rise again are repeated 3 times. The repetition does not signify that
Jesus was merely drawing the attention of His disciples to this matter because the bible
clearly states that they did not understand despite the repetition.
What was the Lord’s purpose then? Jesus knew that the disciples could not understand
as there was a certain “blockage” regarding this matter. Thus, the purpose is that these
words would be written in the gospel for all the generations to come.
Each of the three times where Christ’s passions and sufferings are mentioned has a
special key, mystery, and value. The first time is associated with the King, proclaiming
the King. The second time, mentioned after the transfiguration, is associated with
proclaiming the Kingdom of God. The third time, mentioned at the beginning of Christ’s
entrance into Jerusalem, is associated with the events of crucifixion. We shall comment
on each situation as it occurs.
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What does Christ want to highlight here, in the first time He mentions His suffering?
He actually wants to say: ‘have you understood how I am revealed?’
‘Yes Lord I have understood that You are revealed by the gradual divine touches, by the
gradual opening of the insight; and that is by seeking You and asking You to open my
insight and reveal Yourself to me. As a result, You will be formed in me and I would
enter into special living experiences of faith that are manifold; they become credits in
my relationship with You.’
The Lord would then ask: ‘Are you ready for the cost? The revelation of the Son of God is
the most precious thing; it is a special mystery; it has a cost. Are you ready for it?’
‘What will happen to me, Lord?’ I ask
‘You will have to bear the cross,’ the Lord replies.
‘What does bearing the cross imply?’ I ask
‘Bearing the cross comprises different stages or levels: (a), (b), and (c). Now, you only
need to learn step (a). In step (a) you need to learn one word only’, the Lord explains.
‘What is this word?’ I ask
‘My revelation requires self-denial’, the Lord replies
Therefore, Jesus tells His disciples: “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself” (Mark 8: 34). Yet, He will later add: ‘sacrifice himself’. After that, He will add a
further level; so it will be: ‘deny himself, sacrifice himself, and put his life even to death’.
However, each stage has its special grace that enables the person to go through it.
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At this point in the gospel, we are at the first step which is self-denial. If you deny
yourself, He will reveal Himself to you, but, if you reveal yourself, He will be hidden. It is
either “I” or “Christ”: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2: 20).
Therefore, if I live, Christ becomes absent; and if Christ lives I have to be hidden, that is,
to be in a state of self-denial.
2. Proclaiming the Kingdom of God (Mark 9: 1 – 50)
Chapter 9 highlights the proclamation of the Kingdom of God with power: the
Transfiguration. We all know this story which is related in Mark 9: 1 – 13.
Below, we shall talk about the Transfiguration and its implications.
After the insight is opened by the help of Christ, Christ is revealed to the heart at first as
the Bridegroom, the loving companion, the source of faith, and the living person in
various situations of life. The difficulty is that this experience cannot be put in words at
all. Yet, it does a true inner work, an inner change. When the insight is opened, one
becomes ready and prepared for the revelations of transfiguration; these are manifold.
So, Christ starts to be ‘transfigured’ to the heart through various situations. As a result,
one is able to say: ‘Lord, you were certainly transfigured before me in such and such a
situation.’
Hence, at first, the insight is opened and Christ is revealed. In other words, at the
beginning I see Christ as a Person, yet, I know inside me that He is the Son of God. Peter,
for example, did not see Him bright and shinning; he saw Him in an ordinary form; yet,
the Father revealed to Peter that Christ is the Son of the Living God.
Later, on the Mount of Transfiguration, the disciples saw the same Jesus shinning and in
great glory and heard with their own ears a voice saying: “this is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased”. This is different from the previous revelation, isn’t it? Yet, we
cannot reach this experience except after going through the first stage.
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This means that, at first, Jesus is gradually revealed to the heart through the opening of
the insight and through the situations that God prepares and arranges, as when He took
the disciples to Caesarea Philippi.
There is a point to note in this respect. Why did Jesus take the blind man out of the town
(Mark 8: 23)? It is because the revelation of Jesus requires seclusion. ‘Seclusion’ does not
only refer to taking some ‘quiet time’; it actually refers to the separation4 of the heart
from earthly ties –a topic that we spoke about many times. When the heart goes
outside5 the town and all that is in it, one can see Him; he sees Him ‘outside’!
After I see Him outside the town, He tells me that transfiguration does not only require
going outside the town, but it also requires ascension, which is going up the mountain.
Therefore, He takes me up as though telling me: ‘have you not experienced going
outside, away from the crowd and noise, and have actually started to see me in a
gradual way until I became to you a true and living Person? Let us then ascend the
mountain together!’
Going outside the town signifies seclusion; whereas the mountain refers to deeper
fellowship, it is ascension. The first refers to quietness; while the second refers to more
worship.
Therefore, the need is for quietness and deeper worship. In the quietness, the world
comes out of my heart and thus I see Jesus. When I see Him, I long for Him more and I
am lifted upwards. When I am lifted upwards and I pour myself in worship, He is
transfigured to me and the voice of the Father accompanies this transfiguration.
The implications of the Transfiguration

The implications of the Transfiguration are clear in verses 14 – 50.
4
5

‘Be separate’ (2Corinthians 6: 17)
‘Therefore, let us go forth to Him outside the camp’ (Hebrews 13: 13)
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What are these implications?
What does the story of the epileptic boy in the valley (14 – 29) represent?
This epileptic boy was actually epileptic because of an evil deaf and dumb spirit that
possessed him. Unlike the other boy in Mark 7:32 who was deaf and mute, this boy was
not deaf and dumb but the devil that possessed him was the one who was deaf and
dumb.
What does this mean? Does it mean that the evil spirit is really deaf and dumb?
It actually means that it is a cunning evil spirit.
The Jews had the gift of casting out demons. Any Jew who had this gift used to do exactly
like any Christian would do nowadays if he had this gift. He would rebuke the evil spirit
by the authority granted to him and by the Word of God; and he would make this devil
appear and reveal himself. The Jews knew these matters quite well.
Therefore, being deaf and dumb implies that no one can expose this devil. He would not
speak to anyone, so that he would not reveal his identity. He also would not respond to
anyone who calls him. This means that this devil had covered and hid himself in a
cunning way so that if someone who has the gift and authority came to cast him out and
burn him with prayer, the evil spirit would be unaffected because he is covering himself.
The spiritual authority is like an arrow that penetrates the evil spirit to burn it and
compel it to go out of the person. The evil spirit does not come out willingly; it comes
out when something burns it.
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As a result of the excessive abasement of the person, the devil possesses him and puts in
him whatever he wants. Since this evil spirit is so cunning, it hides and covers itself to
remain secure.
What often happens then, as we hear and know, is that the person, who has the gift of
casting out demons, prays for the child. He tells the parents that there is no evil spirit
and the child is well. However, this would not be the case. The child would be demon
possessed but the devil is cunning and hidden. The parents would then seek medical
advice and go through the diagnostic dilemma and medical investigations; but also in
vain. Their confusion and pain increase: there is no apparent demon, at the same time,
the doctors say that the child may be suffering from epileptic fits but there is no cure
from it. Unfortunately, this is a common and repeated experience.
So, we hear the father of this epileptic boy say to Jesus: “And often he has thrown him
into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have
compassion on us and help us” (Mark 9: 22).
Here, the father reveals that he has tried every possible thing without any result; he got
too exhausted. Because of this he was asking Jesus to have compassion on them if there
was anything that He could do. The parents have done all what they can and there is
nothing else they can do. Neither the men of religion nor the doctors were able to help
them.
This is the state of the souls in situations where the devil possessing a person is hidden.
Keeping himself hidden is one of the techniques that the devil resorts to when he wants
to intensify his destruction. He ruins the soul and covers the destruction; and hence no
one is able to reach this soul.
Apostle Mark, the artist, reveals the solution!
What did the zoom lens of the apostle focus on?
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Why did it focus on this epileptic boy at this point in time? Certainly the timing is
important for the apostle.
At this time, Jesus was doing various things in His ministry. Why did the apostle leave
out all the other miracles that Jesus did at that time and directed his lens, after the
Transfiguration, only to this epileptic boy?
Though Matthew and Luke mentioned this story, Mark is the only gospel that mentioned
it in great details using inspired phrases that are full of mysteries, which we will not
discuss here to avoid distraction.
Why did the apostle mention this story immediately after the Transfiguration?
In fact, the apostle wants to highlight something related to ministry since this is the
gospel of the Kingdom ministry.
Jesus wants to say: ‘My people, children and ministers of the Kingdom, learn from this
scene so that you may understand what happens when you come across similar souls
that the devil has managed to ruin, imprison, and lead those close to them (their
parents) to despair, humiliation, and helplessness.’
This sense of despair is apparent in the tone of the father when he says to the Lord: “if
You can do anything!” These words imply that this is a hopeless case; the parents have
done all what they can and have even lost faith that there could be a solution. Therefore,
Jesus asked the father: “do you believe?” The father replied: “help my unbelief”. In other
words: ‘frankly speaking, I have no faith; but, I want to believe; I have lost my faith
throughout this long, exhausting, and devastating journey.’
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This devil ruins the soul and imprisons it. He also destroys the faith in the people close
to the afflicted person so that there would be no chance in restoring peace and hope in
God. As a result, the shadow of death overcasts the whole family.
Faith is the pulse of life. When faith is lost, the pulse of life is lost. The drainage of faith is
similar to the physical bleeding in the body. Therefore, when faith drains away, the
person is considered spiritually dead.
Apostle Mark, the artist, did not want to state clearly whether or not the boy died during
the casting out of the demon. Yet, he said: “many said he was dead”.
Since this story comprises special mysteries, the apostle intended to write in some
ambiguity. In fact, it should be written as such because this is a rule for any mystical
story; it should not be written in an apparent and revealed way since the mysteries
await the hearts that can receive them. Such hearts need to be living hearts so that the
mysteries may be revealed to them by the Holy Spirit.
Why is this rule? It is because mysteries are revealed only to the living hearts by the
Holy Spirit when those hearts seek them. Mysteries are spiritual pearls and Jesus said:
“Do not cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn
and tear you in pieces” (Matthew 7: 6); this was said in the Sermon on the Mount, at the
beginning of His ministry.
The natural human heart is a hardened heart6; when pearls are cast before it, it may
trample them as though saying: ‘What is this? What does this mean? These are just
ordinary words!’ Such heart is not able to value these pearls. This is seen by heaven as:
‘trampling or insulting the grace’7. This brings condemnation on such person and the
pearls lose their value.

6
7

The bible describes it as a ‘heart of stone’ (Ezekiel 36: 26).
‘…who has trampled the Son of God underfoot…and insulted the Spirit of grace’ (Hebrews 12: 29).
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Therefore, pearls should always be presented in an unrevealed way. The mysteries are
revealed to the spiritually sensitive heart, that is, a heart that the Holy Spirit works in,
has cleansed, taken off its hardness and made it a spiritual heart. When the mysteries
are revealed, this heart nourishes on them, lives by them, and proclaims them with their
splendour and true value to the people of God, those whom God has prepared
beforehand. We have heard a lot of spiritual teaching over the years. However, at each
stage, the Lord reveals to us the matters that are relevant to that stage after preparing
us to receive them, so that we may be able to keep them.
Let us go back to the story where we said that Apostle Mark did not mention clearly that
the boy died or that he was raised from the dead. However, he used a remarkable
phrase that is used in the gospels only in cases of raising the dead. The phrase is: “Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.” Refer to raising the daughter of
Jairus from the dead (Mark 5: 41) & raising Tabitha from the dead (Acts 9: 41).
This epileptic boy was as if dead because the devil had actually put him to inner death.
Also, the faith of his father had drained away like someone bleeding until he reached a
state of ‘unbelief’. Thus, the father was spiritually dead and the son was actually dead.
What did Jesus do? Jesus healed the spiritual death of unbelief and the physical death of
the flesh; He gave life to both of them.
Yet, how and when did Jesus do this? It was after the proclamation of the Kingdom of God
with power.
Application

Similar cases are still found in our homes and they break our hearts. The cry of the
hearts of the ministers of God, who have living hearts, would be: Lord, why is Your
church in such a state of shame and Your ministers are put to shame?! They have no
power and are unable to do anything; they advise people to go to the doctors while the
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doctors advise people to go to the priests and ministers to be prayed for! Oh, how
lamentable the state of the people of God is: the ministers are powerless and the people
are captives of the destructive power of the devil, pain, tears, shame; and eventually the
absence of God is apparent.
How long will the situation continue as such?
It will continue until the Kingdom of God is proclaimed with power! In other words,
when the Kingdom of God is proclaimed to our hearts and we live it; when Christ reigns
on us, that is, He becomes King over our lives, conduct and decisions. Then, He is
proclaimed on earth as well, as explained earlier. When the Kingdom of God starts to be
proclaimed on earth, even if this happens in a small circle, the manifestations of the
Kingdom of God start to touch the souls. As a result, we see that the people who are
possessed with such deaf and mute devils start to speak; the evil spirits are exposed due
to the power of the Kingdom of God that is proclaimed around them. Faith is revived
and renewed in the sick people and those around them as a result of the news of the
work of God in various places. The working of miracles start to spread in the circle of
the children of God and the name of God is glorified. Then, the Kingdom extends more,
as we read in the book of Acts and the history of the church in some generations.
This is the first implication of proclaiming the Kingdom: the people, who were
descending towards death, ascend and live; and the glory of God and His healing are
manifested in them.

Mark 9: 30 – 41

After the miracle of the epileptic boy, Jesus tells the disciples about His suffering for the
second time: “The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill
Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day”.
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What is the talk about suffering linked to, here?
We mentioned earlier that the first time Jesus spoke about His suffering was associated
to ‘self-denial’, which is the first step in bearing the cross. However, this second time,
where Jesus talks about His suffering, is associated to the disciples’ dispute about “who
would be the greatest” (Mark 9: 34) and also the issue of “someone who does not follow
us” (Mark 9: 38). What does this issue of someone who follows and another who does not
follow refer to and what is it called in biblical and spiritual terms? It is called ‘divisions’
and ‘self-seeking’8.
What does the second step related to the mention of the cross involve, then?
It does not involve ‘self-denial’ only. Jesus had taken a little boy and told His disciples
that they should be like this boy; this refers to self-denial and being simple. Yet, the
most important thing is to be in unity with one another. Therefore, the first step is selfdenial; and the second step is ‘unity’.
Some may ask here: what is the link between ‘unity’ and this ‘second step’? How did the
cross create ‘unity’ here?
In fact, the matter is so clear; all things are harmoniously linked together:
What creates divisions and self-seeking? It is ‘the ego’.
This ego says: I desire to be the one and only; to take all the glory and honour. If you tell
me to be hidden among my brothers and sisters, this means that no one will notice me
since we will be a community or a body. Yet, I wish to be well recognized.
What can put this ‘ego’ to death? The cross can.

8

James 3: 14 ‘self-seeking’
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This happens gradually. At the beginning, one only needs to resist this ego. Every time
the ego manifests itself, one should say: ‘my soul, deny yourself’. When the soul accepts
the spirit of self-denial, Jesus tells that person: ‘deny yourself completely and let it
disappear completely within your brethren’. When one unites completely with the
brethren, we become a spiritual community, the body of Christ, in biblical terms. This
body implies that the Head, the Son of God, is present in the midst (Matthew 18: 20).
This in turn signifies that the Kingdom of God is proclaimed with power.
What would happen as a result of this?
There would be great signs and miracles that would make the deaf and mute devil flee
and make the faith of the boy’s father revive!
Avoiding stumbling (Mark 9: 42 – 48)
We mentioned that the essential implication of proclaiming the Kingdom of God is that
this Kingdom would be manifested with power as what happened in the story of the
epileptic boy. This manifestation requires:
a. Self-denial
b. Avoiding stumbling
c. Living a godly life that is seasoned with salt
The talk about avoiding stumbling is mentioned in verses 42 – 48. The last 2 verses of
chapter 9 (Mark 9: 49, 50) talk about the godly life.
This means that among the implications of the manifestation of the Kingdom of God is
that there would be a people of God who are godly; denying the self; filled with faith;
filled with power; their life would be seasoned with salt; and they would be united and
watchful over this unity.
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There are 2 pictures of ‘stumbling blocks’ referred to in this passage: “causing others to
stumble” and “if your eye causes you to stumble”. According to the verses, if you cause
someone to stumble, you are thrown into the sea; whereas, if one causes himself to
stumble, he is cast into hell. Being thrown in the sea does not mean drowning, but it
actually means going through the tribulations and turbulences of the sea. The sea refers
to the world. If you cause someone to stumble, you bring upon yourself disturbance and
weariness. If you cause yourself to stumble, this means that your eternity is cheap and
of no value in your eyes. This in turn means that you are in danger of perishing.
To conclude, ‘self-denial’ develops and is perfected by ‘unity’. This means: avoiding
divisions; avoiding stumbling; and living a godly life that is seasoned with salt.
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The Kingdom picture
Mark 10: 1 – 31

When the Kingdom of God is proclaimed, we start to see and read about the Kingdom
picture which has been hidden due to the absence of this proclamation. Yet, God wants
and longs for this Kingdom picture.
What is this Kingdom picture?



The family as a unit of the Kingdom (Mark 10: 1 – 16)
-

The unity between the husband and wife in the likeness of Christ and the
Church; the role of the children in the family (Ephesians 5: 22 – 6: 24).



The principle of ‘leaving’ (Mark 10: 17 – 31)
-

Continuous coming out9 of the world and its dominion to be constantly
present in the sphere of the Kingdom of God.

-

Leaving earthly ties including family ties and riches.

-

Being a stranger and a sojourner10 in this world; the more I become a
stranger, the more the Kingdom of God extends in me and through me.

This chapter of the gospel portrays the Kingdom picture. The disciples had been
accompanying Jesus and were learning in “the Lord’s school”, “the school of the divine
teacher”. In this learning process, Jesus had brought them to the point of learning about
the Kingdom of God, the Transfiguration and its implications. After talking about the
Kingdom of God, its ministry, its extension, and its manifestation after the
Transfiguration, Apostle Mark starts to talk about the Kingdom picture which we shall
explain below.

9

‘Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord’ (2Corinthians 6: 17).
The concept of being a ‘stranger’, a ‘sojourner’, or a ‘pilgrim’ recurs in several references in the bible, for
example, Psalm 39: 12; Genesis 47: 9; 1Chronicles 29: 15
10
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We notice the following in the first verse of chapter 10: “Then He arose from there and
came to the region of Judea by the other side of the Jordan” (Mark 10:1). At this point in
time, Jesus was crossing the river to the east of the Jordan. Since the region of Judea is
mentioned here, this means that He was in the south. Jesus had been travelling on a
journey that started from the far north at Tyre and Sidon and continued until He
reached the far south at the region of Judea on the east side of the Jordan. This area is
called ‘Berea’. If Jesus crosses the river to the west side, He will be close to Jerusalem
and its surroundings. The events of crucifixion were imminent and the Passion Week
was drawing near. Jesus was journeying towards Jerusalem to enter the final phase of
passion and crucifixion. However, He preferred to go from Galilee to Jerusalem through
the east of the Jordan because He wanted to pass by “Berea” to complete a part of His
ministry there. This ministry would be manifested after the day of Pentecost when the
Kingdom of God would be proclaimed to both the Jews and the Gentiles. So, at this point
in time, Jesus was in Berea on the east side of the Jordan where some Gentiles lived
there as well.
The events which took place in Berea include conversations between Jesus and the Jews
who were there; these were, of course, the Pharisees as usual. They asked Jesus about
the issue of divorce. Immediately after that, we find the passage about the children who
were brought to Jesus to receive His blessing. The disciples rebuked those who brought
the children, but Jesus told them: “let the little children come to Me”.
Apostle Mark then takes us to another scene and that is the scene of the ‘rich young
man’. In the Gospel of Luke, it is mentioned that this man was a “ruler”. This means that
he was the ruler of the synagogue in the region of Berea. Because he was a religious man
who adheres to the commandments, he came to Jesus to ask Him: “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus started by pointing out the importance of keeping the
commandments. The young man replied that he has kept them all from his youth. This
shows that he is a sincere person.
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In this context, Apostle Mark uses an interesting phrase, which none of the other
evangelists mentioned, and that is: “Jesus looking at him loved him”. This phrase suggests
that Jesus was as though telling this man: ‘I know that your heart is sincere, yet, you
have a concealed hindrance. I am moving gradually in the conversation to reveal it to
you’. So, Jesus asked him: ‘have you kept the commandments?’ Jesus started by the issue
of the commandments to take the man to the following step which is: “leave everything
and follow Me”. Upon hearing this, the young man was sad because he had great
possessions. When asked to leave his wealth, he refused.
The Gospel of Matthew clarifies this part more where it is written: “If you want to enter
into life, keep the commandments”; and then: “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you
have” (Matthew 19: 17, 21). These words were what had driven Saint Anthony11 to sell
all his possessions to pursue the way of perfection.
The words of Jesus to the rich man include two stages: if you only want eternal life, keep
the commandments; the commandment is the way to eternal life. But, if you are seeking
Me as Lord over your whole life, if you desire full satisfaction and unity with Me, and if
you desire to have an undivided heart towards Me, which is the way of perfection, you
have to empty your heart from every other matter and idol. There is actually a hidden
idol in your heart and that is: ‘the love of money’.
In fact, what happened after this conversation draws our attention to other important
matters. When Jesus told the young man ‘leave everything, take up the cross, and follow
Me’, the young man went away sorrowful because he had great possessions. After this,
the bible says: “Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, ‘How hard it is for
those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were astonished at
His words” (Mark 10: 23, 24). They wondered whether this meant that anyone who had
riches would not have a share in the Kingdom of God! Therefore, Jesus clarified to them
that there is a difference between “those who have riches” and “those who trust in riches”.
11

St. Anthony the Great (251 – 356) was a prominent Egyptian monk. He was born to wealthy parents. Upon
hearing the words of the gospel in Matthew 19: 21, he obeyed them literally; sold all his possessions; gave the
proceeds to the poor; and went to live in the desert.
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A person may be rich, yet money does not have a place in his heart, like our father
Abraham who was a very rich man, yet the love of God was in his heart.
Therefore, Apostle Mark presented this passage as such. He could have said it directly,
but, he wanted to highlight that there is a difference between “those who have riches”
and “those who trust in riches”.
The disciples found these words difficult and they were bewildered and astonished. In
fact, it is difficult for Man to ‘leave’! ‘Leaving’, usually sounds difficult to the human ear
and to the uncircumcised heart12, that is, the heart which is not completely cut off the
love of the world. In such case, “leaving” becomes the most difficult thing; and the
person would be unwilling to leave even the trivial things.
When God finds that His people have possessed something and have become attached to
it, He always whispers to their hearts to leave it. This could be materiel possession:
money and riches; it could be psychological possession: relationships and emotional ties;
it could be spiritual possession: ministry, honour, being too attached to those ministered
to, and the like. God requests the person to ‘leave’ these things as well. He may even take
that person from one field of ministry to another or from one role in ministry to
another. He does this so that the person may always be in a state of ‘leaving’ and ‘laying
down’; and may learn not to cling to or be attached to anything, even the things that
comfort him and bring him joy like a fruitful ministry.
These are the various forms of ‘leaving’: leaving material things and leaving emotional
ties, even those that, in some cases, take a spiritual picture.
In the following passage, we read that Peter says to Jesus: “see, we have left all and
followed You” (Mark 10: 28). Here, Jesus draws our attention to other areas of ‘leaving’.
He answered Peter saying: “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the
12

‘uncircumcised in heart and ears’ Acts 7: 51
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gospel's, who shall not receive a hundredfold...” (Mark 10: 29, 30). In this verse, Jesus
revealed the purpose of ‘leaving’. He generalized ‘leaving’ to include: wealth and
relationships including family ties. This is another biblical reference that supports the
concept of leaving fleshly ties in addition to the well-known verse in Luke 14: 26: “If
anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.”
Apostle Mark specifies the purpose of leaving revealed by Jesus: “for My sake and the
gospel’s”. As mentioned in the introduction, the phrase “for the sake of the gospel” is only
mentioned by Apostle Mark as he loved the gospel so much.
The phrase: “for the sake of the gospel” highlights that the ministry of the gospel always
requires ‘leaving’. Therefore, if you are a minister of the gospel and if you want the
gospel to be of great value in your life and bear great fruits in your ministry, you need to
make way for it; you need to make room for it. It is not to be put in the midst of other
preoccupations or ties. Apostle Paul describes himself as: “separated to the gospel of
God” (Romans 1: 1).
This is what is meant by ‘leaving’: leaving riches; leaving fleshly ties; and leaving earthly
ties including houses, fields, family, friends and the like. The houses and fields in the
above passage refer to earthly ties and possessions.
We can thus define the purpose of this passage (Mark 10: 1 – 31) as: the Kingdom
picture.
The Kingdom picture is reflected in the family as a Kingdom unit where there is an
inseparable unity between the husband and wife; there is no divorce since their unity is
as the unity between Christ and His Church or between Christ and the human soul as
bride and Bridegroom.
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The Kingdom of God is first manifested in the family since it is the primary unit of the
Kingdom. God reigns over it when the husband and wife are in a unity in which there is
no possibility of separation. This unity is furthered by the offspring who are an
extension of the Kingdom of God. They are also the school of the Kingdom where the
parents gradually learn many things that demonstrate the relationship of the heavenly
Father with us, like their relationship with their children.
As an example of this, one of the parents related the following experience:
I suffered from a guilty conscience. Whenever I sinned, I used to think that God is angry
with me. Then, one time as I was praying, God drew near and asked me:
‘What about your children? Don’t they often make you angry? Don’t they often disobey
you?’
‘Yes, Lord, this indeed happens.’
‘And what about you, how does your heart feel towards them? Do you reject them?!’
‘No, Lord, of course not; they are my children; I may get annoyed with their conduct at
times and at other times I just think to myself that this is ok, they will grow up and this
will change. Yet, in both cases, I never reject them; I constantly love them.’
‘Is it possible then that you would have such love to your children; while I, your heavenly
Father, would not have a similar steadfast love towards you?!’
As a result, this problem disappeared from the life of this parent.
Whoever pays attention to such relationship, would notice that as his children grow up,
he also grows in his relationship with God, his heavenly Father. He would practically
experience the fatherhood of the heavenly Father and the sonship relation with Him. In
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such a way, marriage becomes the school of the Kingdom of God and the relationship
with the children becomes a gradual growth in Kingdom matters.
The children are the school of the Kingdom life. As the children grow up, a certain
progress takes place. At the beginning, they are little children requiring little effort.
Then, they grow up and are in fellowship with their parents. They grow up more, have a
mission and become a source of joy to their parents. They then leave their parents’
home to have their own homes; and therefore extend the small Kingdom that was their
original family. The Kingdom thus extends to include more families, become a small
church, and then become the big Church in the area or the region.
This happens when we learn the true ties of the spirit. The physical father should be a
physical and a spiritual father at the same time. If he is a spiritual person, he will not
only teach his children manners and human sciences, but will also be keen on teaching
them matters related to the Kingdom of God. As a result, the Kingdom of God and its
extension will be manifest; this is the desire of God’s heart. The Kingdom thus starts as
small units, extends more and more, and integrates into one Church, where all would be
under the care and fatherhood of the pastors and priests.
This was the first aspect or dimension of the Kingdom picture.
At this point, Jesus was drawing closer to the crucifixion and He was concluding His
ministry. Therefore, this is the last chapter where Apostle Mark talks about ‘ministry’;
the part about ministry and the Kingdom of God ends in Mark 10: 31. The part about
redemption starts from the end of chapter 10 and the beginning of chapter 11.
Apostle Mark concluded the talk about the ministry and the Kingdom of God by the
Kingdom picture. After teaching us the above lessons about the family and its members;
their integration; and their growth in the will of God and His Kingdom, Apostle Mark
highlights a question:
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What is the ultimate purpose of this family?
The answer in one word is: “eternal life”: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mark
10: 17)
And, what is the way to this eternal life?
The answer in one word is: “leaving” (Mark 10: 21).
The more I leave, the more I am given.
The more I become a stranger and a sojourner in this world, the more the Kingdom
extends in me and through me.
The more I leave, the more I am given, entrusted, and the Kingdom of God extends in me
and through me.

This is the ultimate picture of the Kingdom of God: a family that lives for and serves the
Kingdom, and continuously aspires to eternal life.
There is also another dimension that we need to be fully aware of. Not only should the
Kingdom be manifested in the family, but the Kingdom should also include ‘family
warmth’. Because the church has lost a lot of its spiritual riches over the years, branched
and extended, the congregation would now be sitting or standing in the church and no
one knows the person next to him/her. This matter alone is sufficient to make the
church lacking the reflection of the true Kingdom picture!
What is the purpose of the ‘holy Kiss’13?

13

It is a greeting with which the congregation greets one another during the liturgy, often in the part called the
‘reconciliation prayer’. It is common in traditional churches, both eastern and western. It is a sign of
reconciliation and love. It is based on Romans 16: 16; 1Corinthians 16: 20; 2Corinthians 13: 12; and other
references in the New Testament: “Greet one another with a holy kiss”. The greeting is more commonly done
by shaking hands.
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The purpose is that the whole congregation would be one united family where all are
reconciled with one another in true love. As a result, when they greet one another with
the ‘holy kiss’, the Holy Spirit pours in them deeper love towards one another and
renews their love: “that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them”
(John 17: 26).
Why would a church be built in a certain area?
It is because all the Christians in a particular area are one spiritual family; they all know
one another; and they all live a shared spiritual life in one love. This in turn is because
there should be family warmth in the Kingdom of God.
Therefore, the talk about the family includes two dimensions and these are: the
Kingdom picture is ‘the family’; and this Kingdom family should always have ‘family
warmth’ in one love.

A final comment

When the people of God spread out and lose this feature of knowing each other, the
church starts to pay attention to having home meetings because this preserves the
family warmth. The members would also still gather in the church so that they would
always be connected to their local church and receive the teaching from one trusted
source. The pastor of the church would commit the spiritual responsibility of these
families to faithful ministers whom he knows well. At the same time, the pastor himself
does the teaching and preaching once a week or on regular basis.
In such a way, he connects the congregation to the church through the teaching,
meetings, liturgies, and Holy Communion. At the same time, he maintains the family
warmth and the fellowship of love; he also maintains the flow of life by the Spirit
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through the home meetings where the members worship together in love, unity and
Kingdom family warmth.
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