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New Zion 

I want to elaborate on the point about the New Zion units due to its 

importance, especially in the economy of the end times. 

Let us first go through some biblical points that would help us perceive the 

mind of God in this respect: 

I. The Lord desires to have a dwelling place in the midst of 
His people 
 

1. In the book of Exodus, we read:  

‘And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 

According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and 

the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it’ (Exodus 25:8, 9). 

This is the first time we read about this request of the Lord, asking for a 

sanctuary to dwell among His people. This was after God brought the 

people out of Egypt. He had an encounter with them and made a covenant 

with them. He revealed Himself to them, so that they would proclaim Him 

to the nations: 

‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is 

Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ 

(Exodus 19:5, 6). 

He made them ‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’. A kingdom of priests 

indicates that they would be mediators between Him and the other 

nations, proclaiming Him to them. A holy nation in order that He would be 

able to dwell in their midst, hence they would become attractive to others. 

People would thus ask about the cause of their distinction, and they 
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would then proclaim to them that their mystery is in knowing the true 

God who is alive and personal. 

Therefore, this dwelling place should be holy, and all its vessels should be 

holy. This was a reference to what was to come in the New Testament 

where the dwelling place would be spiritual and unseen, and its vessels 

would be the believers and those sanctified in Jesus Christ—as apostle 

Paul called them1.  

When the people completed the preparation of the tabernacle, the Lord 

actually dwelt in it: 

‘Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord 

filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of 

meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the Lord filled 

the tabernacle’ (Exodus 40:34, 35).  

2. During their journey in the wilderness, the Lord was always with them 

and dwelt in their midst. Then, they entered the Land of Promise, the 

temple was built as a dwelling place for the Lord, and the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord was brought in it. The Ark is a reference to the 

presence of the Lord: 

‘Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, 

into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the 

wings of the cherubim… And it came to pass, when the priests came out of 

the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests 

could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the 

Lord filled the house of the Lord’ (1 Kings 8:6, 10, 11). 

 
1 1 Corinthians 1:2 
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The same phrases that referred to the presence of the Lord in the 

tabernacle are used here. There is always a cloud of glory and the 

presence of the Lord filling the place. 

3. Then, in the New Testament we read that the dwelling of the Lord is in 

the midst of His people because He does not dwell in stones or wood—

these were only symbols of what was to come. 

In the epistle to the Ephesians, we read: 

‘Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God (we became 

one family with the angels, the saints, and the spirits of the righteous in 

heaven, the family of God), having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 

whom the whole building (a spiritual building), being fitted together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord (the dwelling place of God, the Holy), in 

whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit’ (Ephesians 2:19-22).  

Notice the repetition of the words ‘built’, ‘building’, ‘built together…a 

dwelling place of God in the Spirit’. In the New Testament, the Lord dwells 

in our midst if we are in unity together and our life is holy. 

We also read: ‘Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 

Spirit of God dwells in you?’ (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

In the New Testament, God still wants a special dwelling place. Those who 

believe in Him are this special dwelling place.  

As with the tabernacle and the temple, He wants to rest with the cloud of 

His glory in us. The glory of God would then be clear in us and resting 

upon us: 
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‘But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by 

the Spirit of the Lord’ (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

‘If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit 

of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on 

your part He is glorified’ (1 Peter 4:14). 

4. In the final scene, the second coming of Christ, we read about the city 

coming down out of heaven, the heavenly Jerusalem: 

‘Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 

voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 

He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 

with them and be their God’ (Revelation 21:2, 3). 

New Zion refers to this dwelling place which the Lord desires, and which 

He requests His people to make for Him in order to dwell among them. 

This will become clearer in the following points as we go further in the 

biblical revelation.  

II. Another point related to New Zion, highlighted in Psalm 
132: 

‘For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place’ (Psalm 

132:13). 

This verse is considered the centre of this Psalm. Then, we read: 

‘This is My resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it’ (Psalm 

132:14). 
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How can our life become the Zion which the Lord desires, and how can we 

become a resting place for Him? 

Psalm 132 helps us perceive the principles of the picture that the Lord 

wants in Zion and how to live as a Zion that the Lord desires. 

• Verses 1–7 

Solomon reveals to us the truth about his father, David, who inspired him 

with the idea of building the temple, and even prepared for him all what 

was needed for the building process, including the material of building, 

the people, and even the plans (1 Chronicles 28:11, 12, 19, 20). 

David, the man of God, was prepared in the school of God. He learned to 

have a contrite heart. He also learned that suffering is a preparation 

which is necessary for fulfilling the will of God. 

‘Remember David and all his afflictions’ (Psalm 132:1).  

‘It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes’ 

(Psalm 119:71). 

These afflictions were necessary in the process of learning. 

David was a watchful man. His heart was burning with fulfilling the 

will of God to the extent that he would not sleep until he fulfils what 

God wanted him to do: 

‘How he swore to the Lord, and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, or go up to the 

comfort of my bed; I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my 

eyelids, until I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty 

One of Jacob’ (Psalm 132:2-5). 
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Therefore, when David reigned, he brought the ark of the Lord to 

Ephrathah (near Bethlehem: ‘we found it in the fields of the woods’ —this 

is a reference to Kirjath Jearim where the ark of the Lord was left for 

around 20 years). When David wanted to bring the ark of the Lord to 

Jerusalem/Zion, the capital of the kingdom, a problem occurred because 

Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it by error, so it 

was left there for some time. Then, finally, David brought it to Zion which 

he made a centre of the kingdom.  

David brought the ark of the Lord to the capital of the kingdom 

because he understood that the people of Israel are the people of 

God, so God should be the King. David was a visible king who served 

the invisible King: God. Therefore, when David possessed Zion, 

which was a fortress of the Jebusites, he made it the capital of the 

kingdom and brought the ark of the Lord to it as an indication that 

God sits in the capital and reigns. Because of this, the kingdom of 

Israel reached its highest and greatest state during the reign of 

David. 

Therefore, God seeks a man who understands the following divine 

principles: 

- Suffering is a school of preparation and learning the mysteries of God. 

- A heart filled with holy zeal; a heart that does not sleep until it fulfils 

the will of God. 

- God is the true King over the human soul and also over the human 

souls together (the people of God). 

• Verses 8 – 12: 

Solomon is here praying and intimately conversing with God, saying: 

‘Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place’—after a long sojourning in the 
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wilderness and a lot of instability in the Land of Promise where the ark 

was left in Ephrathah/Kirjath Jearim. Now, Zion was established, as the 

centre of the kingdom, for the ark to come in it; and the temple was built 

in Zion, a place of rest for the Lord. 

The highlights in this Psalm help us know how our life can become a 

true spiritual Zion that the Lord desires and a resting place for Him.  

III. Some biblical references about Zion as a place for the Lord: 

There are several prophetic passages about Zion in the books of the Bible. 

We need to pay attention to these prophetic words because the prophetic 

words have more than one dimension. One of the dimensions is related to 

the time of the prophet who is saying the prophecy, or a short while after. 

Yet there are usually further other dimensions to the prophetic message that 

extend further in time.  

If we look at the various prophetic references about Zion, we will realise that 

there are clear divine prophetic references to another Zion different from the 

one that was present at the beginning, in the days of David and Solomon, and 

also different from the one that was built after the exile (after the first Zion 

was completely destroyed) in the time of Nehemiah and Zachariah.  

These references reveal to us some of the blessings and mysteries of Zion. 

• The book of Psalms 

‘Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion! Declare His deeds among the 

people’ (Psalm 9:11). 

‘Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in His holy 

mountain. Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion 



 
Copyright © www.ShineInternational.org All rights reserved. | Page 8 of 16 

 

on the sides of the north, the city of the great King…For behold, the kings 

assembled, they passed by together. They saw it, and so they marvelled; they 

were troubled, they hastened away. Fear took hold of them there, and pain, 

as of a woman in birth pangs’ (Psalm 48:1-2, 4-6). 

When Zion exists, the true divine joy spreads. Also, wherever Zion exists, 

the enemies of the Lord (the devils) are terrified, and they flee away.  

‘I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her poor with bread. I 

will also clothe her priests with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud 

for joy. There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for 

My Anointed. His enemies I will clothe with shame, but upon Himself His 

crown shall flourish’ (Psalm 132:15-18). 

Wherever Zion is present, there is blessing, mercy for the poor, holiness 

for the priests and saints, and the message of salvation is proclaimed with 

might and with spiritual light because of the anointing and the authority. 

• The book of Isaiah 

‘For the Lord has called you like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, like 

a youthful wife when you were refused,” says your God.  “For a mere moment 

I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I will gather you… For the 

mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not 

depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, 

who has mercy on you. “O you afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not 

comforted, behold, I will lay your stones with colourful gems, and lay your 

foundations with sapphires…All your children shall be taught by the Lord, 

and great shall be the peace of your children’ (Isaiah 54:6, 7, 10, 11, 13). 

Zion was barren and forsaken by the Lord. She seemed like a woman who 

is grieved in spirit and forsaken. Then, her state changed, and was 
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transformed to honour, glory, and fruitfulness. This reflects the state of 

the human soul before becoming a Zion, the place of the Lord, where the 

soul is like a forsaken city, barren, without any fruits, and grieved. Then, 

when the Lord comes to her, she becomes fruitful, extending, and adorned 

(verse 11); and the peace of her children is great and abundant (verse 13). 

‘Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon 

you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the 

people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you. 

The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

rising’ (Isaiah 60:1-3).  

The glory of the Lord comes upon her, and so she shines and becomes a 

light. The kings walk in her light, and the darkness of the earth around her 

is destroyed and cast out. How great is this honour and how great is the 

responsibility! After the human soul becomes a Zion, she possesses a 

special Kingdom attraction that attracts the souls and brightens the 

spiritual darkness around her, so the Lord would be seen with His glory. 

‘Also the sons of those who afflicted you shall come bowing to you, and all 

those who despised you shall fall prostrate at the soles of your feet; and they 

shall call you The City of the Lord, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. “Whereas 

you have been forsaken and hated, so that no one went through you, I will 

make you an eternal excellence, a joy of many generations. You shall drink 

the milk of the Gentiles, and milk the breast of kings; you shall know that I, 

the Lord, am your Saviour and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 

“Instead of bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring silver, instead 

of wood, bronze, and instead of stones, iron. I will also make your officers 

peace, and your magistrates righteousness’ (Isaiah 60:14-17). 
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These verses highlight the state of the human soul before and after 

becoming Zion. At the beginning, she was repeatedly afflicted (verse 14). 

She was forsaken (verse 15), no one dealt with her or drew near her. 

Then, her state changed when she became Zion, having honour, riches, 

and fruits. 

‘For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 

rest, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a 

lamp that burns. The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings 

your glory. You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord 

will name. You shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a 

royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no longer be termed 

Forsaken, nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; but you shall 

be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the Lord delights in you, and 

your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall 

your sons marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall 

your God rejoice over you’ (Isaiah 62:1-5).  

The Lord is zealous for her. He watches over her until her ornaments and 

glories are competed and she becomes His bride! Then, in verse 12, He 

again says: ‘And you shall be called Sought Out, a City Not Forsaken.’ 

• Other books of the prophets 

 ‘Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your 

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away your 

judgments, He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in 

your midst; you shall see disaster no more. 16 In that day it shall be said to 

Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak. 17 The Lord your 

God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
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gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with 

singing’ (Zephaniah 3:14–17).  

Here we read about multiple and glorious promises and blessings. 

‘…who said to him, "Run, speak to this young man, saying: 'Jerusalem shall 

be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men and 

livestock in it. For I,' says the Lord, 'will be a wall of fire all around her, and 

I will be the glory in her midst' (Zechariah 2:4-5). 

Here we see a Zion without walls. This denotes its capacious capacity and 

being always ready to include those who join her. 

‘Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will 

dwell in your midst,” says the Lord. 11 “Many nations shall be joined to the 

Lord in that day, and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your 

midst. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you…13 Be 

silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!’ 

(Zechariah 2:10, 11, 13). 

When Zion becomes ready, the Lord who was asleep (because there was 

no dwelling place for Him), would wake up to do the work Himself, 

bringing the souls to salvation. At that time, His reign would be 

proclaimed. 

 ‘But the Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him’ 

(Habakkuk 2:20). 

The impact of the Lord’s presence in His holy temple is clear here. 

• The New Testament 

‘But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general 
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assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God 

the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator 

of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things 

than that of Abel’ (Hebrews 12:22-24). 

These verses speak about the heavenly spiritual Zion. 

IV. Main purposes of Zion 

Based on the biblical revelation, we can specify five main purposes for Zion: 

1. God desires a place to dwell among His people: 

• ‘And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them’ 

(Exodus 25:8). 

• ‘In whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in 

the Spirit’ (Ephesians 2:22). 

• ‘And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people. God Himself will be with them and be their God’ (Revelation 

21:3). 

2. God desires to provide protection for His people at times of danger: 

• ‘What will they answer the messengers of the nation? That the Lord has 

founded Zion, and the poor of His people shall take refuge in it’ (Isaiah 

14:32). 

• ‘My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and 

in quiet resting places’ (Isaiah 32:18). 

These words do not refer to David’s Zion, nor do they refer to the Zion 

after the exile because the exile had not happened at that time. 
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What then is this Zion that the Lord has founded? 

It is a spiritual, mystical Zion! 

Zion is a great city of refuge where the poor in spirit—those who are 

according to God’s heart and on the image of His Son—hide and find 

protection. This means that Zion provides protection and salvation to 

God’s people on the human and spiritual levels. 

3. God desires a special place that proclaims and reveals salvation with 

power: 

• ‘And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 

deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the remnant whom the Lord 

calls’ (Joel 2:32). 

• ‘But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be 

holiness… Then saviours shall come to Mount Zion to judge the 

mountains of Esau, and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s’ (Obadiah 17, 

21). 

• ‘And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 

“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 

water of life freely’ (Revelation 22:17).  

4. Zion is a manifestation and proclamation of God’s reign: 

It is the city of the great King (Matthew 5:35). 

5. Zion is a place for the Lord’s presence: 

This has a great impact on God’s people (protection, freedom, and 

blessings), and also on the nations around them (the earth submits to the 

Lord and His Kingship, and the souls are strongly drawn and attracted to 

the Lord and to His people). 
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V. Our response and responsibility after hearing this: 

• We need to go over the above points again and pray about them. 

• God desires a Zion in each one of us first, where He can dwell and find 

rest. 

• The Lord is zealous; there can be no other partners or kings inside us 

beside Him2. 

• When the Lord dwells in us, His reign should extend to all the areas of 

our life. Therefore, let us examine ourselves and bring out anything 

that possesses even a part in us. 

• We need to watch over the life of prayer, repentance, and 

sanctification, so that the Holy Spirit may complete in us the unseen 

spiritual building of Zion. Thus, our life would become a temple for the 

Lord, a dwelling place for the Lord, and He would dwell with His glory 

in us. Let us not forget that Jesus Himself prayed for this purpose to be 

fulfilled: ‘And the glory which You gave Me I have given them’ (John 

17:22). 

• We need to ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with the holy zeal that was in 

the heart of Jesus Himself at the time of His incarnation. It is written: 

‘Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up’ (John 2:17). 

• Let us accept and embrace suffering as an important part in our 

preparation. Let us also be watchful to keep our unity together in 

humility and peace, having one mind and one heart. 

Final Word: The Kingdom vision in relation to New Zion  

The vision is that the Lord desires to establish a net of divine work, a spiritual 

map of the Kingdom of God for the end times. 

 
2 Isaiah 26:13 
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As the Lord sees Zion being established in different places—established by 

the men of God who have understood its mystery and principles, the Holy 

Spirit would start to connect them together in amazing ways and forms. 

There would thus be a net of connected work, from centres all around the 

world, which are a Zion in various places.  

Like the fishing net that caught the souls in the days of the apostles, this net 

will work in the sea of the world in our days to gather the final harvest for 

the Kingdom of God! 

To sum up 

• The establishment of the New Zion units is one of the major and 

essential tasks of the end times.  

• The Holy Spirit wants to establish New Zion, and He is gathering her 

from all the nations of the earth. The first Zion (the visible and tangible 

Zion, the historical one) was built of stones, whereas the spiritual Zion 

(the Church of the New Testament) was built of living stones (the 

believers). The mystical Zion of the end times requires living stones of 

a special type. These living stones would then become precious stones, 

forming the city which is coming down from heaven, the New 

Jerusalem. 

• The Great commission and task of evangelising which Christ gave to 

His disciples in His Ascension (Matthew 28:19, 20) cannot be 

accomplished or completed except through a special mystery because 

time is short and the labourers are few3. Therefore, there must be a 

special divine plan for completing and fulfilling this responsibility.  

This plan is: building and establishing New Zion in various places in the 

world. 

 
3 Luke 10:2 
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• These places will serve as international centres or headquarters for 

the work of the Kingdom and they would have supreme power and 

authority.  

• These mystical Kingdom places that consist of gatherings of distinct 

believers (living stones) would be like divine houses for the Lord’s 

dwelling and presence amongst His people.  

• It is then that the earth would be subdued (the devil would be muted), 

the Lord’s authority shall extend, and the nations would be shaken and 

drawn to salvation.  

• These Kingdom centres would be places of protection for God’s people 

at a time when danger would be everywhere.  

+ 


