New Zion
Biblical Foundations:
We all have a general biblical knowledge about “New Zion”; yet, probably only few
would think of searching the deep biblical meaning and significance of New Zion and its
practical relation to one’s spiritual life and calling.
We shall, thus, look at several references in this context and follow this concept in the
bible step by step in order to perceive and understand some of God’s purposes
regarding “Zion” and the revelation that God desires to reveal to our hearts.
Revelation 21: 2
“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”
What is this city which is coming down out of heaven?
Actually, it is the city that was formed of the holy believers who acquired the bridal
ornaments, carried out a distinct message in God’s Kingdom and have then joined
heaven, one team after the other from generation to the other. In the fullness of time,
(Christ’s second coming), this spiritual city –that consists of holy bridal souls adorned
for the Bridegroom –will be revealed. Thus, the above verse is actually a reference to the
final scene when Christ will be amidst His people; the Bridegroom with His bride.
Does this imply that New Jerusalem is only available when we finally go to Christ?!
Does it have any place in our present time?
In fact, this New Jerusalem that is coming down out of heaven is a manifestation of the
spiritual city that is already present and which has been built in the Spirit among the
believers throughout the generations. However, it was hidden from the natural physical
eye because there was another physical Jerusalem that was known and seen and that is
the city of Jerusalem in David’s time.
The reference in the above verse is to the unseen Jerusalem. Yet, in the end times, at the
time of the manifestation of matters of the life to come, this unseen Jerusalem will be
revealed, manifested and seen by everyone.
At the moment, though it is present, it is not yet seen. It is being built in stages, one stage
after the other; in every generation a stage is being built until the final picture is seen at
the end.
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Thus, we need to know that a part of this New Jerusalem –which will be seen at the end
adorned and covered with glory –is being built now by us, the believers, in this
generation.
We should also remember that a believer, who receives and accepts his full
responsibility in Christ, is, in part, responsible for the generation he lives in. When there
is a group of people who live together with a joint vision, their responsibility for the
generation would be bigger than that of an individual.
We shall understand shortly that the fullness of the work of the Kingdom of God will not
be achieved without building our part in New Zion, Jerusalem.
To be able to understand this concept we need to go back to the very beginnings and see
God’s mind regarding Jerusalem. We need to follow the mystery of this city from the
start.

I. Historical Zion:
Let us thus go back to the very beginning when Zion was first established, in the days of
David, to understand its mysteries.
“David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. In Hebron
he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three
years over all Israel and Judah. And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who spoke to David, saying, "You shall not come in
here; but the blind and the lame will repel you," thinking, "David cannot come in here."
Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David). Now David said
on that day, "Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the Jebusites (the
lame and the blind, who are hated by David's soul), he shall be chief and captain."
Therefore they say, "The blind and the lame shall not come into the house." Then David
dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And David built all around from the
Millo and inward. So David went on and became great, and the Lord God of hosts was with
him.” 2 Samuel 5: 4 – 10
This is the biblical passage that talks about the establishment of Zion. Here, we find
several principles or rather amazing divine mysteries about Zion. This passage actually
reveals God’s mind regarding Zion.
After reigning seven years over the people of Israel [the first seven years he reigned
over Judah only and after that he reigned over all Israel], David formed a centre for his
kingdom, a base for defense. He chose this particular area, Jerusalem, to be the centre
and base of his kingdom and called it “the city of David”; this choice was through divine
guidance.
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As David was entering this place, he found that it was occupied by the Jebusites who
told David’s men of war that they will never be able to take this land and possess it
unless they get rid of the blind and lame.
What does the reference to the “blind and lame” imply here?
Imagine someone trying to possess a land that is guarded by blind and lame people,
wouldn’t it be easy to conquer them?!
Of course, it should be easy to conquer the blind and lame because they will be unable to
defend themselves because they cannot see or walk.
Thus, when the Jebusites tell David that he cannot take this land unless he is able to get
rid of the “blind and lame”, this clearly shows that they were ridiculing him. They
wanted to tell David that it was impossible for him to take this land; even if this land
was guarded by only lame and blind men, he will not be able to push them out.
The whole area of Zion was very well guarded and protected, an invincible place; there
were many walls around it. This is of special importance because this area was what
would be “Zion”, the centre of the kingdom, and David had insisted to take it.
Had David failed to possess this land, he would not have been able to complete any of
his great accomplishments!
Remember that this was God’s plan; David was a man of God and he wanted to build the
Kingdom of God, Israel.
It is well known in history that Israel was in its greatest and best picture in the time of
David and Solomon.
How was David able to achieve all the victories?
This was possible because of 2 main things that David did. David chose his
headquarters, Zion, and he also brought the Ark of the Covenant and put it in its midst.
According to David, forming headquarters for the kingdom was by choosing a place that
God appoints and bringing the Ark in it. For Israel, the Ark represents God Himself. This
means that David wanted to bring God to a certain place that would become the
headquarters. When God comes to this place, this means that this place has become the
“city of God”.
Therefore, David knew quite well that he would never be able to make plans for his
kingdom unless he first builds the “city of God”. He knew that if he builds/establishes
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this city of God and brings God in it, he would be able to start his plans and wars for the
extensions of his kingdom and would be confident of victory. This is because God will be
in the centre; He will be in the city. Thus, if David takes the city, he can start to establish
the kingdom.

The Kingdom of God cannot be established unless we build a city for God.
God’s mind does not change; it is always the same. It only takes a picture in the Old
Testament different from that in the New Testament: The Old Testament picture is seen,
material and physical because God was dealing with a physical nation who had physical
inheritance and physical wars with the surrounding nations. In the New Testament,
God’s people became heavenly and spiritual; their inheritance is spiritual; their warfare
with the evil powers is spiritual. The same principles apply; they do not change, yet
there are 2 pictures of manifestation, one is material and visible and the other is
spiritual and invisible.
Based on the above principle, we can say:

For the Kingdom of God to extend with true power in any area or territory
there is a need to form/establish “headquarters” called “the city of God.
We have already discovered some important principles about the Kingdom of God and
its extension in the above biblical passage.
We have seen that:
- There is severe resistance.
- There is a plan and a city.
Now, we want to discover the secret behind this city.
In verse 9 of the above passage, we read that David dwelt in the stronghold of Zion and
built all around it from the Millo and inward. There is a very important principle here.
David called this city “the stronghold of David”. Does this have any significance?
These words are indeed revelatory and key words.
What does the word “stronghold” mean and imply in this context? What is a “stronghold”?
A “stronghold” is a strong secure place that is protected from all attacks.
Actually, God needs/wants to have strongholds for His Kingdom.
Why is there a need for such a secure place?
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The need for a stronghold actually implies the possibility of attacks coming from the
enemies. That in turn implies that the kingdom of God is in a continuous state of war.
According to the foundational biblical knowledge and as specifically clear in the book of
Nehemiah, the Kingdom of God has 2 constant on-going processes; namely, “building”
and “battling”.
Since the Kingdom of God faces continuous warfare, there is an obvious need for
strongholds that would serve as secure places.
Since we battle in the spiritual war of the Kingdom of God, this means that there must be
valuable things that we want to protect and secure. Thus, there is a need for secure
places in which we can keep these valuable things. Besides, in a war, we need to hide
some plans and hence we need a stronghold in which to hide the plans and the
commanders of the battle.
Not only this, but there is also another even more important issue about the
strongholds!

The enemy has built many strongholds for himself in the world, as clear in 2
Corinthians 10:4.
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds...” 2 Corinthians 10: 4
[As clear in the scriptures, the strongholds of the enemy can be in various places. It can
be a small stronghold inside the soul of the person or it can be in places; it can be in our
houses or unfortunately even in our churches. It should not at all have been in churches;
however, this sometimes happens when the church fails to remain in her divine calling.
The strongholds of the enemy can also be in cities and nations. They can also be in the
heavenly places.]
This implies the necessity of having counter strongholds in the Kingdom of God.
In verses 10 of the above passage, we read that David became greater and the Lord God
was with him. This means that if Zion is present as a stronghold for the Kingdom of God,
the work of God and the blessing will be multiplied. Yet, unfortunately many of the
ministers of God and those who have divine visions, complete and accomplish their
Kingdom work without a sound biblical understanding of God’s mind.

The absence of Zion as a divine economy hinders any calling from reaching
the fullness of its blessing.
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To sum up the discussion of this important biblical passage, we can say that David, as a
man of God, realized the following:
A. God’s plan:
David perceived God’s plan regarding the establishment of His Kingdom, the
kingdom of Israel, His people. God’s plan was to choose a city that would be a
center for Him where the Ark of the Covenant would be placed. This city thus
becomes God’s city out of which all God’s plan for His Kingdom would proceed
and go forth.
B. Great opposition and resistance:
As soon as David started to move towards this high place–which God had chosen
to establish and build the centre for serving His Kingdom in–David faced severe
resistance. The Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, told David: “you shall not
come in here but the blind and the lame will repel you”.
From this we understand that the enemy realizes –though to a limited degree –
that there are places that pause a threat and danger to his kingdom because the
Lord has certain purposes of these places; they are part of the God’s map of His
Kingdom. Thus, the enemy tries to hide them and tightly surround them so that
they are not taken from him.
C. God has designs and plans for His Kingdom that require the establishment of
centres/headquarters of certain specifications on earth:
These headquarters are “the city of God”. This in turn implies the inevitability of
God’s presence (the Ark) in them to be amidst His people (this was God’s mind
from the very beginning).
Out of these headquarters, all plans of the Kingdom and its power would proceed
and go forth [the Kingdom of God comes with power].
D. These centres are described, in the above passage, as “David’s stronghold”:
This means that God wants His city to be a stronghold. This implies that the city
should have strong walls (the walls of prayer), be separate, strong and ready to
face the attacks; it should also be high up.
Why is that? It is because the enemy has counter strongholds.
E. God’s work is thus accomplished in a manner of increased blessing and
greatness:
As a result, God’s work is increasingly blessed and is great and also His men
become great (verse 10). This happens due to the Lord’s accompaniment since
the work is carried out according to His plans.
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II. Prophetic Zion:
Other biblical prophetic references to Zion:
In fact, there are several prophetic passages about Zion in the prophetic books of the
scripture. We need to pay great attention to these prophetic words because prophetic
words have more than one dimension. One of the dimensions is related to the prophet’s
time or a short while after; yet, there are usually other further dimensions to the
prophetic talk that extend further in time.
If we gather the various prophetic references on the subject of “Zion”, we shall realise
that there are clear divine prophetic references to “another Zion” different from the one
that was present at the beginning, (in the days of David and Solomon) and also different
from the one that was built after the exile (after the first Zion was completely
destroyed) especially in the time of Nehemiah and Zachariah.
We can call this other Zion, “the New Zion”, because it is related to and associated with
the coming times; it is full of mysteries and glorious blessings. Thus, we need to
understand some of its mysteries and blessings.
Let us look at the various references and pause at each one to search its meaning which
extends further in time beyond the time of the prophet who wrote the book of scripture.
[Notice the variety of the books of the scriptures and the various times (i.e. the time of
writing the book of the scripture and the ministry of the prophet who wrote the book)]:
Isaiah 14: 32
“…the Lord has founded Zion, and the poor of His people shall take refuge in it.”
Notice that these words do not refer to David’s Zion in the days of Isaiah nor do they
refer to the Zion after the exile because the exile had not happened at that time.
What then is this Zion that the Lord has founded?

It is the spiritual mystical Zion!
Zion is a great city of refuge where the poor in spirit, those who are according to God’s
heart and on the image of His Son, hide and find protection.
This means that Zion provides protection and salvation to God’s people on the human
and spiritual levels.
Zion is also a manifestation and proclamation of God’s reign since it is “the city of the
great King” (Matthew 5: 35).
The same points are also highlighted in Joel 2: 32 & Obadiah 17, 21.
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“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord
has said, among the remnant whom the Lord calls.” Joel 2: 32
“The Lord also will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens
and earth will shake; but the Lord will be a shelter for His people, and the strength
of the children of Israel."So you shall know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in
Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever pass
through her again...For I will acquit them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not
acquitted; for the Lord dwells in Zion."” Joel 3: 16, 17, 21
; The Lord dwells in Zion
“But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; the
house of Jacob shall possess their possessions...Then saviours shall come to Mount
Zion to judge the mountains of Esau, and the kingdom shall be the Lord's.”
Obadiah 17, 21

; In Zion, the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.
“But the Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.”
Habakkuk 2: 20

; The impact of the Lord’s presence in His holy temple is clear here.
“Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your judgments; He has cast out
your enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall see disaster no
more. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands
be weak. The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice
over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you
with singing." "I will gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly, who
are among you, to whom its reproach is a burden. Behold, at that time I will deal
with all who afflict you; I will save the lame...” Zephaniah 3: 14 – 20
; Multiple and glorious promises and blessings
“...who said to him, "Run, speak to this young man, saying:' Jerusalem shall be
inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men and livestock in
it. For I,' says the Lord, 'will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the glory in
her midst.'” Zechariah 2: 4, 5
; A Zion without walls
“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in
your midst," says the Lord. "Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day,
and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know
that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. And the Lord will take possession of Judah
as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose Jerusalem. Be silent, all
flesh, before the Lord, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!”
Zechariah 2: 10 – 13
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; The Lord’s dwelling in Zion and the result of this
In addition to the above references, there is another reference in the New Testament
which we shall refer to later in the talk:
“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the
spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to
the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.”
Hebrews 12: 22 – 24

; The heavenly spiritual Zion

From the above references we can deduct some important truths about Zion:
-

There is a clear reference to Zion as a place for the Lord’s presence.
This has a great impact on God’s people (protection, freedom and blessings) and
also on the nations around them (the earth submits to the Lord and His Kingship
and the souls are strongly drawn and attracted to the Lord and to His people).

-

The establishment of Zion is one of the major and essential tasks of the End
Times.
These days, the Holy Spirit is concerned and preoccupied with the establishment
of New Zion and He is gathering her from all the nations of the earth.

The first Zion (the visible tangible one) was built of stones as we know; whereas, the
spiritual Zion (the church of the New Testament, Jerusalem) was built of living stones
(the believers).
The mystical Zion of the End Times requires living stones of a very special type!
-

The Great commission and task of evangelizing which Christ gave to His disciples
in His ascension (Matthew 28: 19, 20) cannot be accomplished or completed
except through a special mystery because time is short, the workers are few and
many have not heard the message of salvation yet.

Thus, there must be a special divine plan for completing and fulfilling this responsibility
which we need to discover.
In fact, this plan is: “building and establishing New Zion in various places in the
world”.
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These places will serve as international centres/headquarters for the work of the
Kingdom that have supreme power and authority.
These mystical Kingdom places that consist of gatherings of distinct believers (distinct
living stones) would be like divine houses for the Lord’s dwelling and presence amongst
His people.
It is then that the earth will be subdued (the devil will be mute), the Lord’s authority
shall extend, and the nations will be shaken and drawn to salvation (refer to the above
references).
Besides, these places, the Kingdom centres, will be places of protection for God’s people
at a time when danger will be everywhere.
[The above points will be discussed in more details in the course of our talk about New
Zion].

We can specify 3 main purposes or reasons for Zion as follows:
1. God desires a place to dwell amidst His people.
- Exodus 25:8
- Ephesians 2:22
- Revelation 21:3
2. God desires to provide protection for His people (at times of danger)
- Isaiah 14:32
- Isaiah 32:18
3. God desires a special place that proclaims and reveals salvation with power
- Joel 2: 32
- Obadiah 17, 21
- Revelation 22:17 (the Spirit and the bride say come)

copyright © www.ShineInternational.org / All rights reserved | Page 10 of 42

III. New Zion in the book of Isaiah:
Zion is corrupted, condemned:
Is.1:21, 22
“How the faithful city (Zion) has become a harlot!
It was full of justice;
Righteousness lodged in it, But
now murderers.
22 Your silver has become dross,
Your wine mixed with water”.
Is. 51:17
“Awake, awake! Stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup
of His fury; you have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling, and drained it out”
Is. 52: 2
“Shake yourself from the dust, arise; sit down, O Jerusalem! Loose yourself from the bonds
of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion!”
In the above verses, we see Zion afflicted, drunk, and condemned.
Zion is in her glory:
Is. 60: 1 – 3
“Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will
arise over you and His glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.”
How can Zion be restored and built?
Let us begin from the start of the book to see what Isaiah revealed regarding Zion
A) State of Zion [as it is seen in God’s eyes]
Is 1:8
So the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a
vineyard, As a hut in a garden of cucumbers, As a
besieged city’.
Copyright © ShineInternational.org All rights reserved. | Page 11 of 42

3:16
‘Because the daughters of Zion are haughty,
And walk with outstretched necks
And wanton eyes,
Walking and mincing as they go,
Making a jingling with their feet,
64:10-11
“ Your holy cities are a wilderness,
Zion is a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.
Our holy and beautiful temple,
Where our fathers praised You,
Is burned up with fire;
And all our pleasant things are laid waste.

B) The Lord will chasten Zion:
Is. 10:12
‘Therefore it shall come to pass, when the LORD has performed all His work on
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, “I will punish the fruit of the
arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”
Is.29:1-8
“Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! Add year to year; Let feasts
come around.
Yet I will distress Ariel;
There shall be heaviness and sorrow,
And it shall be to Me as Ariel.
I will encamp against you all around, I will lay siege against you with a mound,
And I will raise siegeworks against you.
You shall be brought down, You shall speak out of the ground;
Your speech shall be low, out of the dust;
Your voice shall be like a medium’s, out of the ground;
And your speech shall whisper out of the dust.
“Moreover the multitude of your foes Shall be like fine dust,
And the multitude of the terrible ones
Like chaff that passes away;
Yes, it shall be in an instant, suddenly.
You will be punished by the LORD of hosts
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With thunder and earthquake and great noise,
With storm and tempest
And the flame of devouring fire.
The multitude of all the nations who fight against Ariel,
Even all who fight against her and her fortress,
And distress her,
Shall be as a dream of a night vision.
It shall even be as when a hungry man dreams,
And look—he eats;
But he awakes, and his soul is still empty;
Or as when a thirsty man dreams,
And look—he drinks;
But he awakes, and indeed he is faint,
And his soul still craves:
So the multitude of all the nations shall be,
Who fight against Mount Zion.”

C) Results of chastening:
Chastening with fire, but with great results:
Here we need to stress an important principle: whenever God chastens, He
always brings restoration. His chastening is fatherly and for our good and benefit
always
He is zealous for us and wants to purify us so that HE can unite with us.
This principle applies for individuals, for the Church
We can see now the results:
Is. 4:3-5
“When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged
the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit
of burning, 5 then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion,
and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming
fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering
Is. 12:1-6
“And in that day you will say:
“O LORD, I will praise You;
Though You were angry with me,
Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me.
Behold, God is my salvation,
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I will trust and not be afraid;
‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song;
He also has become my salvation.’ ”
Therefore with joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
And in that day you will say:
“Praise the LORD, call upon His name;
Declare His deeds among the peoples,
Make mention that His name is exalted.
Sing to the LORD,
For He has done excellent things;
This is known in all the earth.
Cry out and shout, O inhabitant of Zion,
But we notice that Zion received double portion of chastening.
Is. 40:1-2
"Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" says your God. ”Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and
cry out to her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
Why did she receive double chastening?
It is because she is a “bride”. Her beauty and ornament should be extraordinary
(Ezekiel 16); in the book of Song of Songs, we also read how this bride is
described: “My dove, my perfect one, is the only one”; she is greater than the
queens and the virgins. (Song of Songs 6:8-9)
After the double chastening, the time of her visitation came.
““For the Lord will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places; He will make
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; Joy and
gladness will be found in it, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” Isaiah 51: 3
Still the glory of the Lord cannot appear in its fullness unless Zion is built.
“You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for the time to favour her, yes, the set time,
has come. For Your servants take pleasure in her stones, and show favour to her
dust. So the nations shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth
Your glory.
For the Lord shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His glory.” Psalm 102: 13–16
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D) What is about the process of restoration:
a) Cornerstone leads to faith, also establishing justice and righteousness
Is. 28:16,17a
“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:
“Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation,
A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation;
whoever believes will not act hastily.
Also I will make justice the measuring line,
And righteousness the plummet;
Is. 33:5
“The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;
He has filled Zion with justice and
righteousness.

b) Now this leads and opens the way for Him to establish His throne:
Is. 24:23
“Then the moon will be disgraced
And the sun ashamed;
For the LORD of hosts will reign
On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
And before His elders, gloriously.
c) This means now that Zion is a city of God and we can see the different
blessings coming on:
Is. 40:9,10a
“O Zion, You who bring good tidings,
Get up into the high mountain;
O Jerusalem,
You who bring good tidings,
Lift up your voice with strength,
Lift it up, be not afraid;
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord GOD shall come with a strong hand,
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d) Zion now changes:
Is. 49:15-16 (visitation from God)
“Can a woman forget her nursing child,
And not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not
forget you.
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;
Your walls are continually before Me.
Is.52:1-2
“Awake, awake!
Put on your strength, O Zion;
Put on your beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the holy city!
For the uncircumcised and the unclean
Shall no longer come to you.
Shake yourself from the dust, arise;
Sit down, O Jerusalem!
Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck,
O captive daughter of Zion!
Is.52:7-8
“How beautiful upon the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who proclaims peace,
Who brings glad tidings of good things,
Who proclaims salvation,
Who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
Your watchmen shall lift up their voices,
With their voices they shall sing
together; For they shall see eye to eye
When the LORD brings back Zion.

e) God tells us His story in visiting Zion!
Is. 59:16-17, 20-21
“He saw that there was no man,
And wondered that there was no intercessor;
Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him;
And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.
For He put on righteousness as a breastplate,
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And a helmet of salvation on His head;
He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing,
And was clad with zeal as a cloak.
“The Redeemer will come to Zion,
And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,”
Says the LORD.
“As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is
upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart
from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the
mouth of your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and
forevermore.”
f) Zion in Glory, with full restoration:
Is. 60:1-3, 14
“Arise, shine;
For your light has come!
And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you.
For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
And deep darkness the people;
But the LORD will arise over you,
And His glory will be seen upon
you.
The Gentiles shall come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your
rising.
Also the sons of those who afflicted you
Shall come bowing to you,
And all those who despised you shall fall prostrate at the soles of your
feet; And they shall call you The City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of
Israel.
Is. 62:1, 6, 7, 12
“For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace,
And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
And her salvation as a lamp that burns.
I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
They shall never hold their peace day or night.
You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent,
And give Him no rest till He establishes
Copyright © ShineInternational.org All rights reserved. | Page 17 of 42

And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
And they shall call them The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD; And
you shall be called Sought Out, A
City Not Forsaken.
g) Surprise! Zion will bring forth children for God!
Is. 66:8-13
Who has heard such a thing?
Who has seen such things?
Shall the earth be made to give birth in one
day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as
soon as Zion was in labor, She gave birth to
her children.
Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?” says the LORD.
“Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?” says your God.
“Rejoice with Jerusalem,
And be glad with her, all you who love her;
Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her;
That you may feed and be satisfied
With the consolation of her bosom,
That you may drink deeply and be delighted
With the abundance of her glory.”
For thus says the LORD:
“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
And the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing
stream.
Then you shall feed;
On her sides shall you be carried,
And be dandled on her knees.
As one whom his mother comforts,
So I will comfort you;
And you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.”

To sum up: Important Principles
+ How can Zion be built and established?
+ Two main factors need to be considered
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- A man of God bearing the mystery of Christ (Isaiah 49)
- Proclaiming that the Lord reigns- the restoration of the reign of God.

1) A man of God bearing the mystery of Christ
Let us have a look on Is.49:
a) A man who was prepared long ago by God but hidden in the quiver ( not easy,
others are released and he seems to be left behind with a lot of scorning looks and
words from those around).
v.2” And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword;In the shadow of His hand He
has hidden Me,And made Me a polished shaft;In His quiver He has hidden Me.”
b) He himself passes through times of disappointments and these times are planned by
God as tools to reshape him and break the power of flesh in him.
v.4 “Then I said, ‘I have labored in vain,I have spent my strength for nothing and
in vain;Yet surely my just reward is with the LORD, And my work with my God.’ ”
c) Despised, rejected even subdued by others.
V.7” Thus says the LORD,The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One,To Him whom
man despises,To Him whom the nation abhors,To the Servant of rulers.
d) But the time will finally comes for a glorious release.
v.6 “Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To
raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also
give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of
the earth. Thus says the LORD,
Therefore, the man of God who is called to build Zion must have the “Mystery of Christ”,
which means accepting the path of the cross and the fellowship of suffering. It is the
pass of Christ himself, as portrayed in Ch. 53
We have examples of such men of God in both Testaments: David, Paul


David was not the man appointed by God to build the temple; yet, his zeal made him
say that he shall not give sleep to his eyes nor go to the comfort of his bed until he
finds a dwelling place for the Lord
“LORD, remember David And all his afflictions;
How he swore to the LORD,
And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:
“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, Or go up to the comfort of my
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bed;
I will not give sleep to my eyes Or slumber to my eyelids,
Until I find a place for the LORD,
A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” (Psalm 132: 1 – 5).
How amazing!
This holy zeal qualified David to be entrusted with receiving all the mysteries of the
temple without which Solomon would not have been able to build the temple.
“and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD,
of all the chambers all around, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the
treasuries for the dedicated things; “All this,” said David, “the LORD made me
understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”
(1Chronicals 28: 12, 19).
David came 1000 years before Christ; he crossed through the generations and drew
the time of redemption near without which the building of God’s dwelling place
could not have been achieved


Similarly, Paul accepted suffering and received in his body the marks of the Lord
Jesus
“From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord
Jesus”. (Galatians 6: 17),
“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church”. (Colossians 1:24).

Let us awake from our slumber:
The enemy is so terrified of a temple that is built for the Lord, a dwelling place for the
Lord on earth, because this would paralyze the devil completely, hinder him and hinder
the plans he has against the Kingdom of God. Thus, the devil strives to establish a
dwelling place for him on earth and, unfortunately, he has succeeded in building the
church of the devil due to the slumber of God’s people.
Practically, we need to cry unto the Lord asking for His mercy and requesting the times
of favor and visitation so that Zion may be built in us and among us
We shall not be able to do this genuinely and truly (it cannot happen by words of the
lips), unless our spirits are immersed in and filled with a true divine vision of the scene
related to Zion in the Bible. [Remember also, what happened in the days of Nehemiah]
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Our spirits need to receive the vision, the purpose, and the agony in God’s heart and
realize our own true need for Zion.
Without Zion, the glory of the Lord shall not appear and shall not be seen and hence His
purposes would not be completed nor would His Kingdom come with power.

2) Proclaiming the Reign of the Lord
In addition to what have been said we need to take heed of some highlights:
Isaiah 53, 54 :


Who is the “barren” that we read about in Is.54?
She is Zion who is coming from the calling of repentance.
However, this is not the ultimate goal of salvation. In fact, the ultimate goal of
salvation is glory.



When those who have not ceased to walk in the path of the Lord and have thus
entered into the mystery of the path of glory and God was glorified in them are
present inside the repentant Zion, they would be able to open the way to glory
and attract the whole of Zion to its full calling as the glorified queen!



These souls experience barrenness, desolation, being rejected and despised by
others. Through this path of pain and suffering, the mystery of the glory of
salvation is completed in them.

Isaiah 55:


What is the mystery in this chapter?
This chapter refers to the Holy Spirit, as we all know. The souls of the glorified
Zion bear inside them the stream of the true living water. This does not refer to
the teaching, practicing the gifts of the Holy Spirit or any of the spiritual matters,
but it actually refers to the divine life which they bear inside them and which is
also accompanied by the “fat”, the strong food for the advanced, as written:
“delight yourselves in rich food.”



In verse 12, we see that the complete redemption is revealed and hence creation
groans no more (Romans 8:19,22), but rather rejoices and partakes in
proclaiming redemption!
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Besides, the earth gets rid of its old curse (Genesis 4) and hence there will no
more be thorns and thistles nor weak vegetation, but rather all will be strong,
beautiful and glorious!

Isaiah 56 – 59:


Dealing with certain sectors:
o Unfaithful and Infidel shepherds (Isaiah 56: 10); dogs who should have
watched and guarded the sheepfold but have not done so
o The sons of the sorceress (Isaiah 57); idol worshipers in various ways
o Formalities in worship (Isaiah 58) as opposed to the correct picture of true
worship with its great results (Isaiah 58: 8 – the end)
o Crookedness, lack of righteousness and speaking lies (Isaiah 59)



After Zion is purified and cleansed of all these hindering streams, the Redeemer
comes to her (Isaiah 59: 20); He shines with His glory upon her (Isaiah 60: 1 – 3);
and hence we witness the marvelous results of that (Isaiah 60: 4 – to the end).

+

Features required for the establishment of New Zion
and our responsibility in this respect
I. The Features:
1. Humbleness and Meekness:
“…learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.” Matthew 11: 29
New Zion is an image of the manifestation of the bride.
The bride should have the likeness of the Bridegroom. Jesus requested us to learn
one thing of Him and that is: “humbleness and meekness”.
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The entrance to the fall was: the pride of the enemy, the pride of man, the deceit
and pride of sin, darkness; each one of these had led to the other.
The Holy Fathers of the Church taught us that there is a difference between the
humbleness of the diligent and the saints and the humbleness of Jesus.
We should start with what is available to us and what we can do; namely, walking
in the path of humbleness, keeping the Lord’s commandments and living
according to them, and being trained in this path with patience and
perseverance.
When we do so, God grants us what is not in our ability and what we do not
possess.
In our humbleness, we are drawn to Him and He puts in us His mystical imprint,
“the mystery of His humbleness and meekness”. Hence, we become like Him and it
then becomes possible to unit with Him and He would be able to dwell amongst
us!
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”
Isaiah 57: 15. [our contrite hearts are then a second heaven !]

2. Purity and Holiness:
In the Old Testament, it was said: “no one can see Me and live”; whereas, in the
New Testament, it was said: “blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God”
(Matthew 5) and hence providing the solution for the old problem.
The soul that is drawn to God longs to see Him; yet, there is a hindering factor
which is (shall not live). However, in the New Testament the solution to this was
found in “the purity of the heart”.
Holiness is required in the New Testament; this does not only refer to the purity of
conduct but also to the purity of the heart! “Be holy for I am holy”
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2
Corinthians 7: 1)
“To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering
the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached
the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things which angels desire
to look into. Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope
fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as
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obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." And if you call on the Father, who
without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here in fear.” (1Peter 1: 12 – 17)

3. Bridal Love:
There are different kinds of love: divine love, brotherly love, etc. However, there
is a special and distinct kind of love which we read about in the book of Songs of
Songs which is: “the bridal love”.
This bridal love is a sincere longing that illuminates and an inner kindled flame,
which is of great importance to the church of Christ.
It is the thermostat for the believers. This means that if any of the believers
meets one of the living stones of New Zion, that person will immediately see and
discern the measure of his love for God; he shall know the degree of his love
whether it is fervent or quenched. As a result, that person would wake up, be
shaken, correct and purify himself from the hindrances of love and hence the
flame of love in him would be kindled and lit once more.
This kind of love is also the fuel and the light that enable the wise virgins to await
the Bridegroom and meet Him in the required and appropriate picture and state
(Matthew 25: 1 – 13)!

4. Release of Spirit life:
The old Zion had high built walls. These walls were then destroyed. When the
time came for rebuilding Zion and hence Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to
carry out this task, the first thing he thought of was to build the walls of
Jerusalem.
However, in Zechariah, we read about another Zion without walls and even when
one thought of confining it with walls, he was rebuked because this Zion was an
un-walled town, wide, broad and extensive. Not only this, but also her people
were to be free and released having spirits that hover above worshipping God
and attracting others from the material world.
We need to pay great attention to building our spirits and nourishing them [it
was written about John the Baptist & Christ that they were: “strong in Spirit”
Luke 1: 80; Luke 2: 40]. There is a special food for each of the elements of man:
the mind, soul, and the flesh. For the spirit: Psalms is the mystical spiritual food.
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5. Concern/spiritual burden:
“We have a little sister, and she has no breasts. What shall we do for our sister in
the day when she is spoken for? If she is a wall, we will build upon her a battlement
of silver; and if she is a door, we will enclose her with boards of cedar. I am a wall,
and my breasts like towers; then I became in his eyes as one who found peace.” Song
of Songs 8: 8 – 10

This soul is in agony for little sisters who are without walls.
What did she do regarding this?
She decided to become a wall for them. This means that she accepted the cost of
entering a spiritual battle with the powers of darkness and the prince of this
world who had destroyed the walls of the soul to tread on its lands. As a result,
the little soul is restored to the holy separation from the world and its corruption
and hence becomes a suitable bride for the Bridegroom.

II. Our Responsibility:
Our responsibility is to participate with the Holy Spirit in the task of building and
establishing New Zion in various places in the world.
How can we do this?
We can do this by preparing our stones to be up to the level of being “distinct living
stones”.
How?
We cannot be among the stones of New Zion unless each one becomes “a small New
Zion” first; i.e. one should fulfil and acquire the features mentioned above and also be
prepared to join this divine plan and economy (Ephesians 3, 4)

+
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Two Pictures for the revelation of Zion:
“For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in
the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” Isaiah 57: 15
God has more than one place to dwell in; He dwells in the high and holy place in the
heaven of heavens, yet, He also likes to dwell here on earth amidst His people
“…For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” Luke 17: 21
The above verse highlights that God dwells within us and in our midst (according to the
Greek origin)
The early fathers loved to use two expressions; namely, the “indwelling” and the
“presence” of God.
a. The indwelling
This refers to God’s indwelling in every one of His People and the indwelling
place among His people.
“…in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.” (Ephesians 2: 22)
“So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:17)

b. The presence
This refers to God’s Headquarters for the Kingdom plans.
My dwelling-place also shall be over them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people..” (Ezekiel 37: 27- JPS translation)
“And My tabernacle hath been over them, And I have been to them for God, And they
have been to Me for a people. (Ezekiel 37: 27- YLT translation)
God desires to be amidst us and above us.
The believers live on earth as an actual reality and at the same time abide in the
heavenly places as a spiritual presence by faith.
The “heavenly places” is the place where Zion should be built because Zion is both
among us and above us.
“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels...” (Hebrews 12: 22)
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However let us be aware that the enemy makes a similar counter plan; he builds
anti Zion in the heavenly places.
Thus, we need to break anti-Zion and build New Zion instead.

+

Practical Considerations
Below are some practical steps to help us bring New Zion to reality:
1. Desiring the Nearness of God (bridal love & longing):


Love is the first commandment stated in all the books of the scriptures. However,
the book of Songs of Songs highlights and unveils this kind of love, the bridal
love, which we all need to possess.
Remember that New Zion consists of every one of us; each one constitutes the
small unit of New Zion.
The bridal love is, therefore, so essential since New Zion is the bride as clear in
Revelation 21 (Zion = Jerusalem = the bride).



This results in the “pure river of water of life”, fruits, and healing (Ezekiel 47:12;
Revelation 22:1,2). This river is the river that flows from under the doors of Zion
where God’s throne is (Ezekiel 47:1-5).

2. Walking in the Spirit:


“Walking in the Spirit” is a well-known topic for most of us; yet, I have spent
around a year and a half asking God to help me understand the exact and full
meaning of this phrase. Below are some highlights in this respect.



Ephesians 5 reveals and explains the subject of “walking in the Spirit”; it
comprises:
o Walking in love (Ephesians 5: 2)
o Walking in holiness (Ephesians 5: 3, 4)
o Walking in the light (Ephesians 5: 8)
o Walking diligently (Ephesians 5: 15, 16)
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We should learn the language of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit Himself teaches us
this language and He takes us gradually from one level to the other. He speaks to
us through circumstances and situations that happen around us, which we may
not notice much or care about, and He gives us certain impressions.



There is a need for the inner spiritual edification. Paul calls himself “a wise
builder” (1Corinthians 3). This wise builder was the one who helped the
churches to be truly built in the Spirit (Acts 9:31) and walk in the fear of God.



The narrow road and bearing the cross are inevitable. There is a need for
breaking the self and putting the old man to death. God is a merciful Father and
thus He does not allow anything in us to die except the things that need to die.
This death leads to receiving the power of resurrection. We are actually so poor
in the power of resurrection because we usually try to avoid the cross and dying.
Paul was handed over to death several times (2 Corinthians 4:7-12 // Phil.3:10);
as a result, the power of resurrection worked in him mightily.
It was also written that the apostles “have turned the world upside down”
(Acts.17:6); this was accomplished by the power of resurrection that worked in
them (Acts.4:33).

3. Kingly life
“…and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father…” Revelation 1: 6
“…and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”
Revelation 5: 10

Main guidelines& practical points to live a kingly life:


The Beatitudes (the Sermon on the Mount) provide the clues for this kind of life.
They are not for certain sectors. They indeed reflect Christ’s life that should be
revealed in us [Matthew 5: 1 – 12].



Our lives should testify for Christ; we are called to be the spiritual salt of the
world. (Matthew.5:16 // Mark.9:49-50).



Walking diligently in the Spirit has its fruits:
“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor
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unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things
is short-sighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from
his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble...” 2 Peter 1: 5 – 10


We need also to learn the “fellowship of Light”.
“But if we walk in the light as He is the light, we have fellowship with one
another…” 1John 1: 7
“The fellowship of light” is not based on giving excuses or justifying oneself, but
rather on repentance and discovery of one’s hidden darkness. Through this
fellowship of light, one sees and discovers darkness in himself that he was not
aware of and hence receives and gains more light.



Our Fellowship with each other should be “in the Spirit”.
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died;
and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but
for him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we
regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.” 2Cor.5:14-16- ESV
translation.

4. Kings & priests/the heavenly place
Zion is the place of the King and the place of Priests!
David was the first one to build/establish Zion.
David also arranged for the ministry of priesthood in Jerusalem.
How did he do this?
He organized: [it is written in the Book of 1 Chronicles 23-27]
o 24 hour shifts of worship
o Groups of unceasing praise
o Kept a regular morning and evening offering and kept the fire of the offering
always kindled
We all know that we are called to be kings and priests in Christ, yet, this calling has
rules. We usually tend to say that we are kings in Christ and hence we have
authority over such and such a matter. However, this is not God’s mind; it does not
go with what the Bible maintains because each of the spiritual matters has its rule.
Zion requires 2 callings; namely, a Priest and a King. In Zion, David was the King and
there was the High Priest. These 2 callings existed side by side.
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The king and the priest were supposed to work in harmony side by side; yet,
unfortunately, due to spiritual weakness, the king and the High Priest argued and
quarreled quite often.
[This is usually the case in the history of nations in general, not only in Israel. Quite
often there is sensitivity and friction between the religious leader and the secular.]
The reference below reveals a certain very important secret:
“Then speak to him, saying, 'thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man
whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out and He shall build the
temple of the Lord; yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. He shall bear the glory
and shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne and the
counsel of peace shall be between them both." Zechariah 6:12, 13
Notice these phrases: “a priest on his throne”, “the counsel of peace between them”.
This highlights that harmony was reached between the king and the priest.
Notice that this is mentioned in the book of Zechariah i.e. at the end of the history of
Israel, after Israel went to the exile and returned. This signifies that God has granted
harmony between these two callings of priesthood and kingship. The two callings:
“Priests” and “Kings” were separated and then they were brought back together as
clear in the above reference.
The important practical key in this respect is:
The main task of the priest is worship; whereas, the main task of the king is
authority.
The secret behind David’s power and authority is that he worshipped the Lord
continually [“7 times”; “I am prayer”].
As much as we live according to our calling as priests (Acts 6: 4), we shall be kings
and will have authority; as much as we minister as “priests”, we shall have authority
as “kings”. In other words: as much as there is worship in our lives, there will be
authority.
This is the mystery in the reference in Zechariah.
“Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance and the ends of the
earth for Your possession.” Psalm 2:8
Here we read about the “authority”; it is an authority that aims at subduing the
nations to God.
To clarify, let us look at the reference below:
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“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and
He shall reign forever and ever!" Revelation 11:15
Authority is not randomly granted; it is indeed granted for a specific purpose which
is subduing the kingdoms of this world to our Lord and His Christ.
The energy that directs this authority and keeps it going forward is worship.
Remember that the ministry of Priesthood is related to taking one’s place in the
heavenly places.
“…and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus...” Ephesians 2: 6
“…you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 1Peter 2: 5
[This is quoted from: “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth
is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the
words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” Exodus 19: 5, 6]
Our responsibility as Kings includes:
•

Perceiving the divine plan and design suitable for Zion (1Chronicles 28: 11,
19)

•

Building the wall of worship [the vigilance of the watchmen; Isaiah 62: 6]

5. Warnings





The defiling things of the world
Pride and the ego
Spiritual superficiality
Ministry with the power of the flesh [fleshly reactions]

+
Results and Blessings of New Zion:
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1. Glorious things/mysteries are revealed:
“The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.Glorious things
are spoken of you, O city of God!” Psalm 87:2, 3
This psalm highlights that this city has mysteries and secrets.
If one is present in Zion, the city of God, he will discover divine mysteries and
secrets.
If God’s people lived in ignorance of the divine mysteries they will never be able to
take their full place as the people of God.
In Matthew 13:11 it is written “it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven”.
The absence of the city of God, Zion, causes these mysteries to be almost totally
absent and hidden from the people of God because some sort of mask is put on
them and hence hides them.
On the other hand, being present in the city of God reveals these mysteries.
Why?
God is the spiritual light of the city.
“The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.” Revelation 21:23
The divine mysteries require the divine light so that they may be discovered,
received and comprehended.
Outside the city of God, there would be clouds and spiritual dimness and darkness.
What is outside the city of God?
The worldly realm
What is the city of God?
The heavenly realm
Thus, there is the worldly realm where darkness exists and the heavenly realms
where light exists.
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Even the enemies will make a great consideration to that person; they would hate
him and probably make everyone else hate him too, yet, they would not be able to
draw near him nor hinder his movements because they are darkness while he is
light.
These are the mysteries, the glorious things that are spoken of the city of God!
Verse 2 reads, “the Lord loves the gates of Zion”.
The presence of Zion causes God’s love to be poured on His people.
What does this imply?
The love of God that would be poured, will satisfy, heal, release, revive and satisfy all
the needs of the people of God.
2. Zion terrifies the enemy, has power over the ships of Tarshish (special
protection from ships of Tarshish), preserves the calling which the enemy
wants to spoil:
“For behold, the kings assembled they passed by together. They saw it, and so they
marvelled; they were troubled, they hastened away. Fear took hold of them there and
pain, as of a woman in birth pangs, as when you break the ships of Tarshish with an
east wind.” Psalm 48: 4 – 7
This Psalm mentions amazing things about Zion. In fact, the whole psalm talks about
Zion.
Verse 4 reveals that when Zion is present it causes terror to the enemies and hence
they flee away without any need for battling.
We battle because the true Zion is not present. If the true Zion was present, many of
the schemes of the enemy would automatically dissolve without any battling.
Every time the enemy sees Zion and her people, he gets terrified and he withdraws.
Some will enter Zion, visitors or passers-by who have bonds and darkness; as soon
as they enter, the evil spirits surrounding these people will be terrified and will
immediately leave them and go. These people will experience release and freedom
which they have received through no apparent means like preaching or the like. This
is, in fact, the mystery of New Zion and one of its great results and blessings!
Verse 7 is amazing and reveals an important issue. It highlights that Zion has a
special authority over a certain power called “the power of the ships of Tarshish”. It is
apparent here that the ships of Tarshish are an opposing military power. However,
when this power comes upon Zion, i.e. the believers who have established Zion, it is
broken and wiped away. Since the Psalm refers to the ships of Tarshish in particular,
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this means that this particular power has a certain influential role over and against
the children of God to the extent that the Bible mentions it and draws the attention
to it. Thus, we need to discover it!
“But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to
Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to
go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” Jonah 1:3
The above verse states that Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed to Tarshish.
What is the significance here?
“Tarshish” is actually the power that takes the men of God away from their calling
and from the path of obedience to God driving them afar as happened with Jonah. It
drives them away from the place they should reach. Thus, instead of reaching the
place that God has pointed to, they go far away from it. Jonah was supposed to go
east, to Nineveh, but he went west, to Tarshish.
[The area of “Tarshish” is where “Spain” is today.]
The biblical references reveal that there is an unseen evil scheme behind the ships of
Tarshish.
If Zion, the city of God is present, these plans of Tarshish will be exposed, broken
and destroyed. Hence, no one would be driven away from the path and route he is
supposed to follow.
Quite often, we go through times when one wonders whether God wants him in this
place or not, though, earlier he knew and was certain that God wanted him to be in
that place. However, after a while one finds that there is some sort of uncertainty in
his heart and hence starts to question again and again if God truly wants him in such
place or not. Behind this uncertainty, there is actually an evil power that the bible
calls “the ships of Tarshish”.
If Zion is there, no one can ever lose his/her divine calling.
3. The presence of the King:
“Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And
leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions
of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea,
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a
great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has
dawned." From that time
Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."”
Matthew 4: 12 – 17
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“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the
people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick
people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes
followed Him — from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the
Jordan.” Matthew 4: 23 – 25
The presence of the King means that the Kingdom of God has drawn near. This leads
to a movement of corporate repentance, a revival, and the proclamation of the
Kingdom of God, i.e. God’s purposes move forward.
Jesus said that the Kingdom of God is near.
Suppose an evangelist told an unbeliever that “the Kingdom of God is near”, would
this phrase be enough to cause that unbeliever to be saved? The answer is “Probably
not”.
However, Jesus said this phrase and people followed Him; great multitudes of
people followed Jesus because of this phrase.
What is the difference? Or What does the phrase “the Kingdom of Heaven is near”
mean?
It means, “the King is near”. And the King is Jesus
Jesus is “the King” and He moved about as “the King of salvation”. Thus, when He
went up to anyone and told him that the Kingdom of God is near, He was actually
telling the person that the Saviour and Salvation are near and close to you. In the
light of the Person of Christ and as a result of the response and movement of the
person’s spirit in the presence of Jesus, the person sees his own sins and his need for
salvation. Hence, he repents and receives salvation.
However, if one preaches that the Kingdom of God is near while the King is absent
from that preacher’s life, this would just be a phrase without meaning and hence
people cannot respond to it.
What does this imply?
If Zion, the city of God, was present and Jesus was present in it as King, this presence
would flow into all the members of the city. As a result, every member of the city
would walk about bearing the kingly presence. Hence, when one preaches that the
Kingdom is near, a corporate wave of repentance and salvation takes place. This is
the revival; people repent with the least words.
Jesus used to tell the person: “follow Me” and straight away the person would follow.
Elijah threw his cloak to Elisha and as a result Elisha followed him straight away.
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This is the mystery of the “Kingly presence”; it causes a general atmosphere of
revival, a holistic corporate movement of repentance.
We need this Kingly presence in us!
“The Kingly Presence” is one of the blessings of Zion!
4. Kingdom attraction:
“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your
midst," says the Lord. "Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they
shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the
Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. And the Lord will take possession of Judah as His
inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose Jerusalem. Be silent, all flesh,
before the Lord, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!" Zechariah 2:10 – 13
“"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a
colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9
What do these words mean?
Verse 13 clarifies and highlights the meaning. When Zion, the city of God, is present,
God is awakened.
Remember: once Jesus was with His disciples and He was asleep at the bottom of the
ship. His disciples did not need Him; they seemed to be fine on their own. So, Jesus
wanted to reveal to them their need and hence He went away from them and slept.
The wind began and the disciples discovered that their abilities as sailors were not
enough to handle the situation; they discovered that they are limited and that
beyond a certain limit they failed. Thus, the disciples went to wake Jesus up. When
Jesus woke up, He dealt with what was beyond the limits of His disciples.
Quite often we do the same without being aware; quite often we leave Him to ‘sleep’
in heaven; we do not bring Him to dwell with us in the city of God. As a result, many
storms surround us and surround the Church of God and there are no solutions for
Verse 11, states that many nations shall be joined to the Lord on that day. Because
He is present, He has drawn people to Him. This is one of the blessings of Zion.
Zechariah 9:9 highlights that God is coming to Zion as a King. Despite being a King,
He is gentle and riding on a donkey. [also in Jn.12:15]
Though, He is a king, He rides on a donkey’s colt, the least of the animals. He does
not come in a chariot as described in Song of Songs, nor does He even ride a horse.
He is gentle.
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Due to our fallen nature, Kingship –in our minds –is associated to greatness,
authority, power and supremacy. Jesus wants to tell us that we are called to a
different kingship from the one we have in mind; it is a kingship that is gentle,
washes the feet, and uses the least and lowliest of things.
Example about the Kingdom attraction:
The story of Saint Anthony when he entered Alexandria and attracted many of the
idol worshipers to the faith in Christ (they saw him as an angel from God)

5. A Power of Salvation:
Does this imply that there is any other means for salvation? The answer is NO.
However, when Jesus, the crucified Christ, is present in Zion as the Head that is
connected to the body (the believers who are crucified like Him), the mystery of the
cross would be revealed clearly and with power.
The Spirit and the bride say “come” (Revelation 22:17).
Thus, every person who is saved becomes connected to the body both theologically
(1Corinthians 12: 13) and practically (i.e. is connected to a local church where he
worships and serves).
This qualifies for protection; growth; and discovering one’s calling.
“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has said,
among the remnant whom the Lord calls.” Joel 2: 32
The reference highlights that, in Jerusalem, there shall be deliverance.
6. Subduing the nations/the Nations our inheritance:
“I have set (installed) My king on My holy hill of Zion… Ask of Me, and I will give You the
nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.”
Psalm 2:6, 8

We are all familiar with verse 8 and we often use it in our prayers and ministry, but,
we do not link it to verse 6.
Yet, verse 8 can actually never be effective without verse 6.
One cannot ask God to give him the nations, unless the King is first installed in the
person. The inheritance is given to the King who is anointed on Zion. [He was
anointed on Zion…He was sent from Zion]
This brings harvest and authority.
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7. The release of the Lord’s arm:
“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord! Awake as in the ancient days, in the
generations of old. Are You not the arm that cut Rahab apart, and wounded the
serpent?”
Isaiah 51: 9

“Awake, awake! Put on your strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city! For the uncircumcised and the unclean shall no longer come to
you.” Isaiah 52: 1
Other Great Results:


After all her bonds, shame, reproach, and miserable seasons, Zion is revealed in
glory [refer to Zephaniah 3: 14 – 20]; first in the land of her reproach and then to
the whole world (Zephaniah 3: 19, 20).



All biblical references agree in what they reveal about the children of God who
were satisfied with the shore and stopped at it and others who went into the
deep.
In the book of Song of Songs, we read about the soul who was seen coming up
from the wilderness and who has refused to stop at the shore, but rather went
through danger and came out of it perfumed and fragranced with myrrh and
frankincense and all the chief spices.
There are many virgins; most of them have advanced forward (queens); yet,
there is only one who is described as “the perfect dove”. [Refer to Song of Songs 6:
8 – 10]
The same description is highlighted in Psalm 45. The queen is so attractive and
glorious that she draws other virgins who follow her and are brought to the King
(Psalm 45: 10 – 15). Yet, this is not without a cost: “forget your people…worship
the King…”



The same idea is echoed in the gospels. In Matthew 25: 1 – 13, we read about the
wise virgins and the foolish ones.

New Zion: A Network/the Kingdom map:
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When the units of New Zion are established in various places, the Lord shall gather them
together one way or the other. They will then become a great fishing net that will work
with power in the ocean of the world to gather the final harvest.
Let us look at the meaning and significance of this in more details.
New Zion is built and established by distinct living stones i.e. stones that have special
features, as discussed above. Each living stone (the believer) is considered a “small new
Zion”.
These living stones come together and New Zion is thus revealed and manifested. Her
revelation will be in various places according to the spiritual map of the divine purposes
for the End Times.
There is an actual spiritual map of the divine purposes for the End Times. In other
words, there is a world salvation map related to God’s will for the End Times which
consists of several special divine centers revealed as places for the Lord’s true presence
and indwelling.
As these places are in the process of being revealed to God’s people, especially those
concerned and preoccupied with understanding the divine will and purposes of the End
Times, they will be linked together with a “special divine net”. This net that will link and
connect these divine places together is actually a “true mystical salvation net”.
What does this mean?
Let us remind ourselves with God’s salvation nets mentioned in the bible.
In Luke 5, we read that Jesus told Peter: “launch out into the deep” and you will find a
great number of fish. As a result, Peter cried out saying: “depart from me…O Lord”. Then
Jesus told him: “from now on you will catch men”.
“On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,
he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets.
Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little
from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch."
And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your
word I will let down the nets."
And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets
were breaking.
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they
came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.
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But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord."
For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had
taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching
men." And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and
followed him”. LK.5:1-11 - ESV
In John 21, John was not able to discern at the beginning but after that, he told Peter,
“He is Lord”. The clue for John was the great number of fish that did not cause the net to
be torn. Then, the Lord was revealed to them and He spoke about tending the sheep.
“After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and
he revealed himself in this way.
Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.
Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with
you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, "Children, do you have any fish?" They answered him, "No."
He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some."
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of
fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was
stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea.
The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not
far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.
When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it,
and bread.
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught."
So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of
them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn.” JN.21:1-11.ESV

This is the net, which will be suddenly revealed in the End Times.
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As evil increases and the devil thinks that he is about to reach his purposes of ruling the
world and subduing the nations, this net (the link of distinct divine centres that has a
true divine indwelling because they are New Zion) will suddenly be revealed. Because of
God’s presence in it, this net will have a strong attraction to salvation and will thus catch
a great number of fish without being torn.
This is the meaning of “whoever calls upon the Lord is saved”. This also explains the
abundant harvest and the pouring of the showers of rain in the End Times.
“Ask rain from the LORD in the season of the spring rain, from the LORD who makes the
storm clouds, and he will give them showers of rain, to everyone the vegetation in the
field. [Zech.10:1]
Because these centres, New Zion, are spread out in the whole world (the world is a
“sea”), this link between the centres is seen in the Spirit as a net (exactly like what
happens in a sea and as highlighted in Luke 5 & John 21).

To sum up, we can say that some of the features of the spiritual scene of the
manifestation and revelation of New Zion highlighted above are:


A need for unity. The disciples were together [Luke 5: “2 boats”; John 21: 2
“together”]



Spiritual sensitivity and the light of the Spirit:



Dealing appropriately with sin by true repentance; repentance is not words or
expressions, but, is a genuine movement in one’s spirit



The bible is not merely for reading and studying but rather to acquire spirit and
life and be truly filled with a light that overflows to the mind, heart and one’s
whole being



Discerning the Spirit (“comparing spiritual things with spiritual”-1Cor.2:13).John
linked the situation in John 21 with that in Luke 5 and hence said: “He is the Lord”



The shore and spiritual satisfaction and limitation are not at all suitable. It is not
possible for anyone who is at the shore to be chosen to form New Zion; it is
essential and inevitable to go deep. Going deep is costly and sometimes scary
because of the terrifying sound of the wind, the waves and the danger of
drowning. One has to put his life to death!



Zion is built on a special foundational principle: “the grain of wheat was buried in
the ground and died!
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“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”. [John.12:24]
The references (Luke 5 & John 21) reveal the failure and desperation that result of
human attempts; the disciples have used all their abilities and worked all night yet they
did not catch any fish. Human endeavor, effort and ego should die to achieve salvation
and the glory of God.
God is so zealous for His glory and He has His special ways for revealing His glory!

+
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